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THE CALIFORNIA SCHOOL 
EXEMPTION FIGHT 


T HE following arguments against 
Proposition 3, on which voters are 
requested to vote “No,” will appear in 
the Official Voters’ Handbook at the 
General Election on November 4, 1952, 
in the State of California. 

The arguments are signed by Charles 
Albert Adams, 33°, Past Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of California, for¬ 
mer member of the State Board of Edu¬ 
cation and Founder of Public Schools 
Week; Henry W. Coil, 32°, K.C.C.H., 
Attorney at Law; and Alfred J. Lund- 
bere, 32°, K.C.C.H., past president, 
California State Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. 

“There are at least six reasons why 
the proposed legislation should not be 
enacted into law; and any one of them 
is more than sufficient for a No vote: 

“1. It would add more millions of 
dollars to the already too large amount 
(now estimated at 765 millions) of pri¬ 
vate property exempt from taxation, 
and thus further narrow the tax base. 
This would, of course, further increase 
the taxes on property not exempt, in¬ 
cluding small homes and apartments. 
If the tax base is to be changed, it 
should be broadened—not narrowed; 
and that property may have been ex¬ 
empted in the past is no reason for 
another exemption. 

“2. There is no limit to the extent of 
this proposed exemption, as there is to 
the exemption granted universities and 
colleges. 

“3. If, as claimed by the proponents 
of the measure, the exemption should 
be granted because the parochial 
schools keep the children out of the 
public schools and thus lessen the cost 
of public education, then the property 
of all private schools should be ex¬ 
empted; and there is no reason to ex¬ 
empt only schools ‘owned and operated 
by religious . . . foundations or corpora- 
tions/ i.e., parochial schools which are 
a component part of the church which 
operates them. 

“4. To exempt only parochial schools 
is especially objectionable for other 
reasons: 


“No one will deny that a parent has 
a right to send his child to a private 
school if he so desires, even though it 
be one maintained primarily to indoc¬ 
trinate the «ehild with the ideology of a 
particular religion, but he has no right 
to expect a taxpayer who is not of that 
faith to help pay its cost. 

“The parochial school is not a part¬ 
ner, but a competitor, of our American 
system of free public schools, and any 
aid granted to a parochial school must 
be to the disadvantage of our public 
schools. 

“There is no argument in favor of 
this proposed exemption which could 
not be as well made (as it has been) 
for a share of all public money appro¬ 
priated for our public schools. 

“5. The proposed measure violates 
the American principle of the separa¬ 
tion of Church and State. A tax exemp¬ 
tion is the equivalent of a subsidy. It 
is in principle, and in effect, a grant of 
public money in aid of a religious sect, 
and helps support schools controlled 
and operated by a church or religious 
denomination. 

“6. If there were no other reason, the 
proposed measure should be defeated 
because the Welfare Constitutional 
Amendment, now claimed to authorize 
this exemption, was never so intended. 
The people had twice before refused to 
exempt these schools; and when au¬ 
thority was given to exempt ‘property 
used for religious, hospital or charitable 
purposes/ it was on the assurance in 
the Voters’ Handbook that ‘schools 
other than colleges will not be ex¬ 
empted.’ This assurance was recognized 
and confirmed, when the Revenue Code 
was amended, by an express provision 
that it should not be construed to 
exempt schools.” 


TRENDS 

The following items appeared in the 
Alabama School Journal. Since they 
apply to conditions generally, they 
would appear to be of much impor¬ 
tance. 


“The general outlook for the United 
States reveals four problems as out¬ 
standing among the many facing 
schools. These are mounting enroll¬ 
ments, building shortages, too few 
qualified teachers, and insufficient 
school funds. These problems must de¬ 
mand the serious consideration of lay 
people, as well as school leaders, dur¬ 
ing the next few years.” 

“The American Council on Coopera¬ 
tion in Teacher Education is much con¬ 
cerned in efforts to improve college 
teachers’ preparation. The 1949 and 
1950 conferences on the Inservice Im¬ 
provement of College Faculties, both 
sponsored by the American Council of 
Education and the U. S. Office of Edu¬ 
cation, gave large emphasis to the 
problem.” 

On the question of higher standards, 
the elementary school principal is 
“seeking to raise his calling to a higher 
level. The National Education Asso¬ 
ciation’s Department of Elementary 
School Principals has set up a Stand¬ 
ards Committee which is at work at 
the task of making the position less 
clerical and more professional. The 
principalship of the elementary school 
is more than keeping records or man¬ 
aging petty cash, the committee holds.” 


VISITOR FROM JAPAN 

Brother George Kiyoshi Togasaki, 
32°, of Tokyo, Japan, recently visited 
the House of the Temple. Brother 
Togasaki, president of the all-English 
language newspaper, Nippon Times , 
made a business tour of the United 
States in connection with the news¬ 
paper business. Besides being very 
active in the Scottish Rite Bodies, he 
is also chairman of the Board of Trus¬ 
tees of the International Christian Uni¬ 
versity in Japan. University Hall, the 
central structure on ICU campus, was 
recently dedicated and is conducting a 
limited program of field service, re¬ 
search and language study. The Uni¬ 
versity is the culmination of a dream 
that began more than fifty years ago 
by Japanese and American Christian 
educators, and will have its formal 
academic opening in April, 1953. 
Brother Togasaki is doing a good work. 

















78TH ANNUAL SHRINE CONCLAVE 


T HE city of Miami, Florida, was 
the scene last June of four events 
all related to Freemasonry. They were 
the annual meetings of the Order of 
DcMolay for Boys, the Order of Rain¬ 
bow for Girls, the Amaranths, and the 
great pilgrimage of Shriners. The 
Shrine conclave is reported to have 
been the largest convention ever held 
in the “Magic City” on Biscayne Bay. 
The local bodies of the national organ¬ 
izations went all out to be the perfect 
hosts. 

The preconvention Shrine estimate 
of 50,000 turned out to be 70,000, or 
perhaps 75,000. The fez-wearing No¬ 
bles, with their visitors and Imperial 
Officers, were joyful, good humored, 
congenial and cooperative to the pleas¬ 
ure and admiration of all the city offi¬ 
cials and the citizens generally. Over 
1,000 Rainbow Girls from all over the 
state gathered there on June 12th for 
their assembly; over 2,000 delegates to 
the International Amaranth Conven¬ 
tion assembled on June 23rd; quite a 
contingent of DeMolays came from all 
parts of the state for their annual 
Southern District Conclave on the 
week end of June 28th. 

The usual Oriental finery of the 
Shriners, far greater than was ever had 
by the Orient itself, marked the street 
parade and the entertainment at the 
Orange Bowl, with brilliantly lighted 
floats and the marching of bands and 
patrols. On the first night at the 
Orange Bowl, a cast of 4,500 Nobles 
and bands, with majorettes from the 
five Miami area high schools, gave a 
wonderful show attended by nearly 
17,000 persons. The show was built 
around a parade of brilliantly lighted 
floats; there were seen the palomino 
steeds of Murat Temple of Indian¬ 
apolis, blonde Indians stalking through 
a forest of paper palm trees, and other 
features of commanding attraction. The 
portrayal of American military history 
was opened by the fife and drum trio 
of the Spirit of 1776 and progressed to 
the flag-raising on Iwo Jima in World 
War II. One feature was the entrance 
of the chariot of Mars—god of war- 
preceded by the laying of a smoke 
screen, which had the desired effect of 
helping to scare off some of the mos¬ 
quitoes. 

The floats, lighted for the first time 
by a direct hookup to the main power 
source of the stadium, were most im¬ 
pressive. Performing around the floats 
were hundreds of dancers and musi¬ 
cians representing each of the seasons 
in the colorful “America of Yester¬ 
years.” 

The directors of Yaarab Temple of 


Atlanta, Georgia, improvised a Ferris 
wheel which dunked them in a tub of 
water with each revolution of the 
wheel. They thus enjoyed the coolest 
spot in the bowl, but it is said that the 
law of nature has a way of evening 
things up, a strange manifestation of 
which took place when a heavy drench¬ 
ing rain descended, almost exclusively, 
upon the area in which the bowl is 
situated. 

While the show at the bowl was in 
progress other attractions were going 
on, such as the fireworks display on a 
barge off Biscayne Park, which was 
enjoyed by persons on both sides of 
the bay, and street dancing until long 
after midnight. 

On Wednesday the Order of Cabiri 
met, an organization made up of Past 
Potentates of Shrine Temples. B. H. 
Blakeley, a Past Potentate of Miami’s 
Mahi Temple, was elected an officer of 
the organization in recognition of his 
outstanding Shrine work. His election 
was made possible by the resignation 
of Henry L. Oppenborn, a Past Poten¬ 
tate of Mahi Temple, because of illness. 
Noble John Vesey, 33°, Secretary of 
the Scottish Rite Bodies in Memphis, 
Tennessee, headed the slate of officers 
of Cabiri elected at a breakfast at the 
Columbus Hotel. He succeeded the 
retiring president, Henry B. Sturby 
of Evansville, Indiana. Charters for 
new Cabiri Clubs were granted Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, and Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 

Memorial rites to their departed 
comrades were arranged by the Legion 
of Honor of the Shrine, membership in 
which is limited to those Nobles who 
have served in the armed forces of our 
nation. These ceremonial rites took 
place at the Cenotaph, set in a triangle 
just south of the City Hall. A wreath, 
with the Shrine emblem in tjje center, 
was placed by Noble Jack H. Wait 
of Nile Temple, Seattle, Washington, 
National Commander of the National 
Association of Legions of Honor. 

Other bodies which met at this time 
were the Red Cross of Constantine, the 
Chanters Association, and some 14,000 
Jesters who attended an elaborate ban¬ 
quet on the open-air terrace beside the 
brilliantly lighted swimming pool at 
the Saxony Hotel, that remarkable 
place of beauty and charm presided 
over by Brother George D. Sax, 32°, 
and of which Brother Charles Bender, 
32°, K.C.C.H., has been a peer among 
his Masonic brothers as a host. 

Thursday night brought to a close 
the 78th annual conclave of Shrine- 
dom. It was a brilliant climax, with a 
giant, glittering parade of music and 


marchers, which held spellbound the 
estimated 150,000 spectators along the 
line of march to the Orange Bowl. By 
9:30 there were 33,889 spectators who 
had entered through the turnstiles, and 
this number was increased by 13,000 
when the marchers filtered into the 
stands after their units had marched 
through the bowl and were disbanded. 
There were 111 bands of Shriners in 
the colorful, fast-moving rhythmic 
parade. The last Temple started pa¬ 
rading at midnight and arrived in the 
bowl 45 minutes later. 

The dignitaries on the reviewing 
stand in the stadium, “set in the Ori¬ 
ental splendor of an oasis city made 
realistic by transplanted palm trees 
and thousands of tropical shrubs,” . . . 
included Harvey A. Bcffa, St. Louis, 
newly elected Imperial Potentate; 
Robert G. Wilson, Jr., Boston, out¬ 
going Imperial Potentate; and George 
M. Kcppler, Memphis, elected Imperial 
Outer Guard. Harold Lloyd, Past 
Imperial Potentate, received a great 
ovation. Monte Blue's impressive voice 
and personality marked his usual 
rapid-fire monologue of over five hours 
as Shrine parade announcer. 

“The last reedy strains of music from 
a Shrine Oriental Band died out over 
the Orange Bowl a few minutes before 
1:00 a.m., Friday, June 20th. Shrine- 
dom’s highest officials, who met for a 
final conference June 20th, were Im¬ 
perial Potentate Harvey A. Beffa, 
Rcmmic L. Arnold of Petersburg, Vir¬ 
ginia, Deputy Imperial Potentate, who 
will become top officer in 1953, and 
Frank S. Land, Kansas City, Imperial 
Chief Rabban, who will succeed to the 
office of Imperial Potentate in 1954.”— 
Edited from The Florida Freemason . 

E. R. 


Before a large assembly in the Ma¬ 
sonic Temple at Vancouver, A\ ashing- 
ton, Joe Harvey, a Past Master of 
Washington Lodge No. 4, presented a 
50-year pin and Membership Certifi¬ 
cate to Ben Gallaway, whom he had 
raised to the Degree of Master Mason 
50 vears before. Brother Harvey is also 
a P.H.P., R.A.M.; P.I11.M., R.&S.M.; 
P.C., K.T.; and is 84 years of age. 
Brother Gallaway is a P.C., K.T.; and 
is 76. Both are still carrying on their 
fine work in the Fraternity. 

James A. Daniels, Worshipful Mas¬ 
ter of Washington Lodge No. 4, pre¬ 
sided at this interesting celebration. 


Contrast yesterday with today. The 
patriots of yore, establishes and pre¬ 
servers of our Republic, in accordance 
with the ancient customs, before engag¬ 
ing in any great or important under¬ 
taking, fell upon their knees to invoke 
the blessings of Deity.— Exchange. 








BILL WOULD OPEN FLOODGATE 
FOR 300,000 MORE REFUGEES 


C ONGRESSMAN Emanuel Celler of 
New York has introduced a bill 
in the House of Representatives known 
as the “Special Migration Act of 1952.” 
Officially it is designated as H.R. 7376. 
Its purpose is to authorize the issuance 
of 300,000 special nonquota immigra¬ 
tion visas to certain refugees, persons of 
German ethnic origin, and natives of 
Italy, Greece, and the Netherlands, 
and “for other purposes.” 

The bill is specific as to definition 
of terms used. When used in this Act 
the term persons of German ethnic 
origin means any person essentially of 
Germanic origin who was bom in Czech¬ 
oslovakia, Albania, Estonia, Hungary, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Rumania, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, or areas under 
the control and domination of any 
such countries, except those parts of 
Germany under military occupation by 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

The term refugee means any person 
who, because of persecution or fear of 
persecution on account of race, religion, 
or political opinions, fled after May 8, 
1945, from any communist, communist- 
dominated, or communist-occupied area 
of Europe, and who has not been firmly 
resettled. 

The word Commission means the 
Special Migration Commission created 
pursuant to H.R. 7376. The Commis¬ 
sion will consist of three members ap¬ 
pointed by the President. Each mem¬ 
ber will receive a salary at the rate of 
$15,000 per annum. The Commission 
will have a Director, also appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, who shall 
receive a salary of $14,800 per annum. 

A breakdown of the 300,000 figure 
shows that not to exceed 117,000 spe¬ 
cial nonquota immigration visas may 
be issued to persons of Germanic ethnic 
origin; a similar number to Italian na¬ 
tionals residing in Italy or in the Free 
Territory of Trieste; 22,500 for Greek 
nationals residing in Greece; 22,500 for 
nationals of the Netherlands residing 
in metropolitan Netherlands; 21,000 
for refugees residing in Turkey or any 
of the areas previously described in 
this Act, beginning on the effective date 
of this Act, and during the three fiscal 
years ending June 30, 1955. 

In effect, this bill would make Amer¬ 
ica the dumping ground for persons 
who cannot be easily assimilated here, 
if at all. While America looks with 
sympathy upon the distressed of the 
world, nevertheless America must con¬ 
sider that “charity begins at home.” 
Only 300,000 now, says this bill. Then 


there will be other such bills, and, in 
the course of time, America will become 
a second Europe or Asia. 

Under Point Four of President Tru¬ 
man’s Program, these lands in distress 
can be aided to help themselves, but 
there is no sound reason w r hy this coun¬ 
try must continue to be a repository 
for the unfortunate of other lands, 
especially when there is an abundance 
of land available for refugees in Africa, 
South America and Australia. 

A preponderance of the refugees is 
Roman Catholic. The Roman Catholic 
Church has fought and still fights birth 
control, and yet, when the evil effects 
of unlimited population increase plague 
the world, that same Roman Catholic 
Church-State expects the rest of the 
world, particularly the U.S.A., to 
shoulder the burden of relieving that 
condition. 

Roman Catholic prelates know that 
they must colonize America if they 
ever expect to have their church take 
over America. They know that this 
Refugee Bill will bring a large per¬ 
centage who are Roman Catholic. They 
in turn will have families and will 
thereby increase the percentage of sub¬ 
jects of the Roman Catholic Church- 
State who are already in this country. 

It is true that H.R, 7376 has a clause 
which ostensibly requires that each 
refugee admitted shall have assurance 
of a job in advance of admission to 
this country without displacing some 
other person from employment, that he 
will not become a public charge, and 
that he will have housing without dis¬ 
placing some other person from such 
housing. 

That all reads very satisfactorily, 
but what does the record show with 
regard to other refugees? It shows that 
refugees would work on farms for a 
month and then quit and go to the 
cities, where they try to find jobs in 
an already glutted labor market. As 
to obtaining housing without displacing 
some other person from such housing, 
experience does not justify such hope. 
There is already a tremendous shortage 
of housing accommodations according 
to American standards of prewar days. 

It is a safe rule not to admit immi¬ 
grants faster than the country can con¬ 
veniently absorb them. The H.R. 7376 
Bill would violate this principle proved 
so sound by experience. S. W. 


Wrong thoughts that cannot be over¬ 
come immediately can be overcome 
little by little, or a little at a time.— 
A. W. Heinle. 


RABBI GIVES REASONS FOR 
INCREASED P-RC TENSIONS 

An increase in hard feelings between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics is 
noted by Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein (au¬ 
thor of What the Jews Believe ). He was 
formerly a member of the Interfaith 
Good Will Committee of his home town, 
Rochester, N. Y., and as president of 
the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis his duties have taken him to 
many towns and cities. 

Time , The Weekly Newsmagazine, 
in its issue of May 5, 1952, carries an 
account of Rabbi Bernstein’s observa¬ 
tions, in the section on “Religion.” 
Some pf the reasons assigned by him 
for this intensity of feeling are: (a) the 
stepped-up and intensified program of 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy for paro¬ 
chial schools; (b) the attack made,by 
Cardinal Spellman on Mrs. Roosevelt 
in the summer of 1949; (c) President 
Truman’s appointment of General 
Mark Clark to be ambassador to the 
Vatican and the Holy See; (d) birth 
control. 

Rabbi Bernstein says that it was not 
until the President appointed General 
Clark as ambassador that the Catholics 
became aware of the intensity of Pro¬ 
testant feeling. In advice to Catholics, 
he says that Roman Catholics do not 
realize the offensiveness to non-Catho- 
lics of the church’s claim to exclusive, 
absolute, final truth. The sequence to 
such a doctrine is that all the rest of us 
are wrong. He said that, in his opinion, 
it is the most powerful historic factor 
in embittering relations between Pro¬ 
testants and Catholics. 

In regard to birth control, Rabbi 
Bernstein holds that, while the Roman 
Catholic Church has a right to order its 
members to abstain from its practice, 
it has no right to try to impose legisla¬ 
tion to force no’n-Catholics to conform 
to its religious views. He added that 
Protestant-Jewish relations have not 
deteriorated in like measure. He de¬ 
plored an atmosphere of divisiveness. 

S. W. 


MEETINGS OF SUPREME COUNCILS 

This year the Supreme Council 33°, 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for 
the Dominion of Canada, will meet in 
the city of Niagara Falls, Ontario, with 
headquarters in the General Brock 
Hotel. The session, which will begin 
on October 13th, Monday, and continue 
through the 16th, promises to be a very 
interesting and successful one. 

The Supreme Council 33°, Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U.S.A., 
will hold its annual meeting during the 
week of September 23, 1952, at the 
Hotel Statler, Boston, Massachusetts. 
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ONE MAN’S OPINION ON OUR 
TWO-PARTY SYSTEM 

Leonard A. Wexz, 32°, K.C.C.H. 

3855 Perry St., Denver, Colo. 


T HERE are many thoughtful folk 
today who are becoming rather pro¬ 
voked at and are beginning to despair 
of our so-called two-party system. 
Most of us would probably agree that 
the critics have grounds for being dis¬ 
turbed, but, on the other hand, the 
question arises as to what, we would 
have in its place. We could have totali¬ 
tarianism. When everyone agrees with 
the Fuehrer, one party is sufficient. 
Those who disagree need no party for 
they are in concentration camps, prison 
or exile. 

Perhaps some would want a multiple 
party system — twelve or thirteen 
parties as in France. But, when one 
considers all the confusion we some¬ 
times have here with just two parties, 
we can easily rule that suggestion out. 
We could have some form of plutocracy 
—a sort of government by the elite, or 
subscribe to philosophical anarchism 
and do away with the state altogether. 

However, after all is said and done, 
those who are apprehensive will, in the 
end, agree with all thoughtful students 
and political scientists that the party 
system in a democratic government is 
apparently inevitable. 'Tarty divi¬ 
sions,^ said Edmund Burke, "whether 
on the w’hole operating for good or evil, 
are things inseparable from free gov¬ 
ernment.” The problem then is to cor¬ 
rect the abuses which the party system 
develops—love of spoils and power, 
timidity and cowardice, short-sighted 
opportunism, and the sacrifice of prin¬ 
ciples for the sake of party success. 

Most of us are acquainted with all 
the abuses prevalent in the party sys¬ 
tem—they have always been with us. 
But one serious effect of these abuses 
is not stressed as it should be and that 
is the degradation and perversion of 
pre-election campaigns. Ideally, the 
election campaigns are supposed to 
educate the electorate to the actual 
issues involved, but, as a rule, they add 
to the confusion and become bitter and 
mendacious. There is, generally, no 
appeal to reason but rather to known 
prejudices and hatreds and, as a result, 
the issues become distorted and per¬ 
verted. Reckless statements are com¬ 
mon and, when a lie is exposed, no 
apology is forthcoming. The lie is often 
repeated and many additions are added 
to it as it makes the rounds of a 
whispering campaign. No wonder many 
self-respecting persons shun politics 
and the whole political atmosphere. 


Perhaps the reason why many citizens 
do not exercise their franchise to vote 
is because of the confusion engendered 
bv the obscuring of the real issues 
involved in a political campaign. 

It may be well for us to give thought 
to cleaning up, purging our campaigns, 
and putting our partisan strategy and 
tactics on a higher plane. The problem 
cannot be solved overnight. Education 
alone can solve the problem, and it 
will necessarily be a slow process. 
Education must start early—in the 
grade* schools, in our churches, in the 
respectable press, forums, clubs, civic 
organizations, and in our colleges and 
universities. Our citizens should be 
taught intellectual integrity, how not 
to carry on a political campaign, and 
how to do it objectively by pertinent 
examples taken from history and cur¬ 
rent politics. 

No enlightened citizen of a democ¬ 
racy objects to valid, candid, and 
vigorous criticism when it is justified 
and deserved. No one demands silence 
on the part of the opposition when it 
has a legitimate and conscientious com¬ 
plaint. The objection is to falsifica¬ 
tion, distortion, and prevarication for 
the sake of party success. 

If the day ever comes when democ¬ 
racy falls in disrepute, it will turn out, 
on analysis, to be due to weaknesses 
of human nature, unaccustomed to, and 
untrained and undisciplined for, the 
proper working of democratic institu¬ 
tions. Any revolt against democracy 
will be a revolt against practices and 
methods that are a violation of the 
spirit and essence of democracy. A 
successful democracy implies th§t there 
shall be an educated, well-informed, 
and alert citizenry. Anything else fore¬ 
bodes mediocrity or failure. Problems 
are solved in a democratic society by 
science, common sense (educated com¬ 
mon sense to be preferred), honesty, 
integrity, and good will. The party 
system need not banish these factors. 


THREE CONSECUTIVE GRAND 
MASTERS OF SAME FAMILY 

It is doubtful if the record of the 
Brown family of Dakota can be sur¬ 
passed or matched in Masonic annals. 
The Grand Lodge of Dakota Territory 
was organized in 1875 by six Lodges 
holding charters from the Grand Lodge 
of Iowa. The first Grand Master *was 
Col. Thomas H. Brown of Sioux Falls. 
Having guided the new Grand Lodge 
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through its first year, he was again 
elected Grand Master in 1881, and was 
a member of what is now Sioux Falls 
Consistory No. 2 of the Scottish Rite. 
He died on January 22, 1922. 

By 1889, the Lodges had increased 
in number and thirty Lodges in the 
area of the new State of North Dakota 
petitioned to withdraw for the purpose 
of organizing a Grand Lodge. Thus 
was formed the Grand Lodge of North 
Dakota. The original Territorial Grand 
Lodge continued but changed its name 
to the Grand Lodge of South Dakota. 

Marshall R. Brown, 32°, K.C.C.H., 
son of Col. Thomas H. Brown, was 
elected Grand Master of Masons in 
South Dakota, and his son, Roger 
Sherman Brown, was elected Grand 
Master in 1952. 

Roger Sherman Brown is a descend¬ 
ant of Roger Sherman, the Colonial 
patriot, who was the only individual to 
sign the Declaration of Independence, 
the Articles of Confederation, the 
Articles of Association, and the Con¬ 
stitution of the United States. He is 
a newspaper executive on the Daily 
Argus of Sioux Falls. 

The election of Roger Sherman 
Brown as Grand Master is the only 
one so far as known of three in a direct 
family line being elected to that high 
office in American Masonry. 


SCHOOL FIRES AVERAGE 
SEVEN PER DAY 

The Alabama School Journal stated 
a careful study disclosed that every 
day in the year there are seven school 
fires in our country. Losses range from 
trifling to total loss. In 1951, fourteen 
were classified as "large loss fires,” i.e., 
the damage exceeded $250,000. In two 
instances the loss was $500,000 or more, 
the total loss in the fourteen fires being 
$5,451,000. 

The study further showed that of 
1,116 school fires 3.8 per cent occurred 
in trade schools, 10.8 per cent in private 
schools, 22.5 per cent in colleges, and 
62.9 per cent in public schools. 

Of 613 fires, it was found that the 
largest number started in student 
areas, i.e., classrooms, workshops, audi¬ 
toriums, laboratories. The next largest 
group of fires originated in service 
areas—basements, boiler rooms, closets, 
storerooms, kitchens. Origins of other 
fires included attics or roof space, 
garages, and outbuildings. 

The causes: in 565 cases the cause 
was definitely known, and in 94 of 
these the cause was defective wiring or 
electrical equipment. The next largest 
cause was smoking and matches. Light¬ 
ning produced 17 of the 565 fires, while 
defective flues and chimneys produced 
36, and inflammable liquids caused 28. 




CALIFORNIA IRISH CATHOLIC 
PAPER ATTACKS THE SHRINERS 


T HE Shriners of America have 
opened their hospitals to all chil¬ 
dren regardless of race or creed, and 
many Roman Catholic children have 
been patients in them. However, the 
Shriners are now viciously condemned 
by one Aileen Rooney, in an article in 
The Leader , San Francisco, Calif., for 
supporting the referendum to defeat 
Assembly Bill 3383, a bill which, ac¬ 
cording to The Christian Century of 
Chicago, Ill., and Henry C. Clausen, 
32°, K.C.C.H., an eminent lawyer of 
San Francisco, would give the Roman 
Catholic Church from $3,000,000 to 
$6,000,000 a year in tax exemptions. 
This vast sum would have to he made 
ui> hy the taxpayers, and this vast 
saving to the Roman Church would be 
used to build up further the parochial 
school system of a foreign theocratic 
monarchy, to wit, the Roman Catholic 
Church-State. 

The Leader describes itself as an 
“American Weekly for Irish and Cath¬ 
olic News, Official Organ United Irish 
Societies of San Francisco; Official 
State Organ Ancient Order of Hiber¬ 
nians in America, and Ladies' Auxiliary 
of the A.O.H. in A.” Its issue of June 
14, 1952, undertakes to defame and 
intimidate the Shrine and its members 
for exercising their rights as citizens to 
conserve their own incomes and to pro¬ 
tect our free institutions. 

The writer of the article in The 
Leader calls the efforts of all citizens 
in California who are attacking Assem¬ 
bly Bill 3383 “the vicious attack made 
against our Catholic schools and the 
parents who send their children there.” 
Of course this statement is utter non¬ 
sense, and false at least in part. The 
Roman Catholic parents are not being 
attacked. They are the victims of an 
outmoded ecclesiastical system whose 
prelates and leaders control them and 
who resorted to specious methods to 
railroad Assembly Bill 3383 through 
the state legislature, and the same 
forces are now trying to defeat the will 
of the people at the coming referendum 
in November. 

From a pamphlet appeal for funds 
by a Shrine “Trustee Committee, 71 
which The Leader states was dated 
April 22, 1952, The Leader article 
quotes two paragraphs, as follows: “We 
want you to know that we would not 
have written this letter unless con¬ 
vinced that it is right , proper and 
necessary. There is a job to be done. 
Throughout California , men who stand 
in the same relationship to their friends 
as we do to you have accepted the 
responsibility and are taking similar 


action” “They (The California Tax¬ 
payers Alliance) must have the money 
now for radio, newspaper, and direct 
mail advertising. We are calling upon 
you to help.” 

The letter containing these two 
frankly worded paragraphs is alleged 
by the writer of The Leader article to 
have been signed by Max .1. Mertens, 
chairman of the Trustee Committee. 
What is wrong with the above-quoted 
two paragraphs? The Shriners here 
attacked are but exercising their privi¬ 
lege to undo a wrong done by the 
leaders of the Roman Catholic Church 
in California and which these leaders 
arc not ^willing to have submitted to 
the people on its merits. 

Resorting to many untoward means 
to gain the ends of the Roman Church, 
The Leader article does not hesitate to 
arraign its readers against other citizens 
who oppose the plans of the Roman 
Catholic Church in California. We 
quote the following childish statements 
in the article: “Isn't it about time that 
our Catholic people knew exactly who 
their friends are and who their enemies 
are? This should be particularly true 
as to the Irish segment of our Catholic 
population. In view of the present at¬ 
tack, seemingly coming from within 
the walls of the Islam Temple of the 
Shrine, ... do you, Catholic men, 
really feel that you should continue 
participating in the annual ceremonies 
of the mythical [mystical] organiza¬ 
tion known as ‘Hibernia Temple of the 
Shrine? 7 Do you now believe in the 
face of convincing evidence that Dr. 
Howard M. McKinley and his fellow 
trustees exchange the hand of friend¬ 
ship and good fellowship around St. 
Patrick's Day? Actions speak louder 
than words, . . . the ‘hand of friend¬ 
ship’ extended yearly around March 
17th should more appropriately be re¬ 
ferred to as the ‘Kiss of Judas. 7 77 

In other words, wherever the interests 
of the Roman Catholic Church lie, 
there is the test upon which personal 
friendship between members of that 
church and other citizens must rest. 
This is equivalent to saying, “Agree 
with me. Do what I want done or 
there can be no friendship between us. 7 ’ 
This is typical of the thinking of a 
totalitarian institution, which the 
Roman Catholic Church is. 

In closing, The Leader article offi¬ 
ciously suggested that “the money col¬ 
lected by the ‘Trustee Committee 7 be 
made a part of the treasury of the 
Shrine Hospital, rather than part of a 
‘campaign fund 7 to vilify their Catholic 
fellow citizens. 77 


What a marvelous suggestion! Cease 
to exercise your duties of citizenship. 
Cease to apply the First Amendment 
supported by the Fourteenth Amend¬ 
ment to protect American freedom. 
Co down* into your pockets to find 
$3,000,000 to $6,000,000 to make up 
for the taxes that should be collected 
from a foreign theocracy which is 
striving to take over American life and 
replace it with medieval existence. Lift 
not your hand against our desires. Be 
docile and supine to our wishes and 
some day your wonderful Hospitals for 
Crippled Children will be taken over 
by our church which knows how to con¬ 
duct such institutions with public funds. 

The Leader quoted the Shrine pam¬ 
phlet as having stated that “if the 
costs they [the Roman Catholics] vol¬ 
untarily assume in the maintenance of 
their schools do not justify the ends 
they seek, then they are free to discon¬ 
tinue their schools and educate their 
children at public expense,” meaning 
in state public schools. 

In any event, it would be well if our 
fellow citizens who are Roman Cath¬ 
olics would ponder a comment made 
by Mr. Justice Jackson in his famous 
Dissent in the Everson case (The New 
Jersey School Bus case, February 10, 
1947), when he said: 

“But we cannot have it both ways. 
Religious teaching cannot be a private 
affair when the state seeks to impose 
regulations which infringe on it indi¬ 
rectly, and a public affair when it 
comes to taxing citizens of one faith to 
aid another, or those of no faith to aid 
all. If these principles seem harsh in 
prohibiting aid to Catholic education, 
it must not be forgotten that it is the 
same Constitution that alone assures 
Catholics the right to maintain these 
schools at all when predominant local 
sentiment would’ forbid them. Pierce 
v. Society of Sisters, 268 U.S. 510. Nor 
should I think that those who have 
done so well without this aid would 
want to see this separation between 
Church and State broken down. If the 
State may aid these religious schools, 
it may therefore regulate them. Many 
groups have sought aid from tax funds 
only to find that it carried political 
controls with it. Indeed this Court has 
declared that ‘it is hardly lack of due 
process for the Government to regulate 
that which is subsidizes. 7 Wickard v. 
Filburn, 317 U.S. Ill, 131. 77 

The Secretary of State of California 
has designated the Referendum as 
“Proposition No. 3 77 on the November 
ballot. The slogan of the California 
Taxpayers Alliance is: “For the 3rd 
time Californians must vote No on 
No. 3. 77 E. R. & S. W. 


To will what God wills brings peace. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC PAPERS OF 
SPAIN AND U. S. A. CLASH 


N EWS out of Madrid in the middle of 
May stated the weekly magazine 
called Ecclesia, which contains the poli¬ 
cies and views of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy of Spain, is busy accusing 
two Roman Catholic publications of the 
U.S.A. of “having incurred real doctri¬ 
nal errors contrary to papal encycli¬ 
cals/’ in recent editorials discussing the 
Protestant situation in Spain. The two 
papers named by Ecclesia are America 
( a Jesuit weekly published in New York 
City) and The Indiana Catholic and 
Record, official publication of the Arch¬ 
diocese of Indianapolis and the Evans¬ 
ville Diocese. 

Camille M. Cianfarra, Madrid cor¬ 
respondent of The New York Times , in 
an article in that paper, May 12, 1952, 
auotcd extensively from Ecclesia. The 
New York Times, at the conclusion of 
Mr. Cianfarra’s article, carried an in¬ 
terview with Rev. Robert C. Hartnett, 
S. J., editor of America , in which he 
stated the America editorial did not 
contend that the position taken by 
Ecclesia was “untenable,” that his edi¬ 
torial merely explained the view taken 
by Ecclesia is “not the only position 
tenable by Catholics ” Continuing his 
elucidation of the subject, the Rev. Mr. 
Hartnett is quoted: “On the general 
issue of church-state relations, two dif¬ 
ferent views are in competition today in 
Catholic circles. The Spanish view is 
perhaps more common. The other is the 
more liberal view, which is, as a matter 
of fact, also quite widely accepted.” 

On the surface, this looks like a simple 
news story. In February, Cardinal Se¬ 
gura lashed out at Generalissimo Franco 
for being too lenient toward Protestants 
and Protestantism in Spain, a state¬ 
ment that w T as quite at odds with the 
facts. However, there comes a “follow¬ 
up” from Ecclesia and replies from two 
American Roman Catholic papers. 

The natural reaction of uninformed 
non-Catholics would be to think how 
“liberal” the American branch of the 
Roman Catholic Church is. The late 
Dr. L. H. Lehmann, once a Roman 
Catholic priest who in the last fifteen 
years of his life was a Protestant, wrote 
a booklet entitled Behind the Dictators. 
On pages 28 and 29 he cites six contra¬ 
dictory policies of the Roman Catholic 
Church to conceal its real purposes from 
the American public. “Were it other¬ 
wise,” said Doctor Lehmann, “the 
Catholic Church would suffer complete 
loss of its prestige in the United States 
in the eyes of Catholics and non-Catho- 
lics alike.” 

Take a look at Spain. Its population 
is somewhat over 27,000,000. There are 


about 20,000 Protestants in Spain. They 
arc denied by law the rights which 
minorities in western nations other than 
Roman Catholic are allowed. In Protes¬ 
tant countries, Roman Catholics are ac¬ 
corded full religious freedom; yet Rome 
forgets all that when Protestants consti¬ 
tute a minority group, such as Roman 
Catholics are in the United States and 
England. Can it be that Rome is en¬ 
deavoring to give added .proof of the 
truth of the statement made by Louis 
Veuillot, a French cleric: “We ask you 
for liberty in the name of your [ Protes¬ 
tant] principles; we deny it to you in 
the name of ours [Roman Catholicl.” 

So perhaps the outburst of Ecclesia 
against Protestants and Protestantism 
in Spain and its challenge by two Ro¬ 
man Catholic papers in the U.S.A. are 
carefully planned propaganda schemes 
to create confusion on the one hand, and 
on the other to make uninformed Pro¬ 
testants in the U.S.A. exclaim: “See! 
that’s what I told you. The American 
branch of the Roman Catholic Church 
is liberal,” unaware of the fact that 
“the guiding forces of modem Catholi¬ 
cism are as sincere in their convictions 
as their predecessors of old that nothing 
good can come out of liberal political 
and social regimes." (Lehmann, p. 29 
supra.) S. W. 


READ AND APPRAISE 

Two concepts of living, Americanism 
and Communism, divide the world while 
the scales waver in the balance. 

For centuries world unity has been 
a hope, but the political device for 
making it possible has never been es¬ 
tablished. Today, we are trying to 
inspire the world in a great crusade 
for freedom, to dignify and glorify 
the individual, to encourage others to 
adopt our form of society, to prove that 
American democracy offers more than 
Communism. We are determined to 
plant the seed of freedom, to inspire 
all mankind with the will to work and 
to fight for a world in which we can 
live in peace and harmony. But there 
is some doubt whether we can convince 
the millions upon millions of illiterate 
humanity that the new avenues of in¬ 
dustry controlled by the white man 
will improve his life. 

America is known throughout the 
world as a capitalistic nation. In 
foreign countries many people interpret 
capitalism to mean monopolies and 
cartels, huge landowners or feudalism 
and a closed limited market. To others, 
capitalism means the exploitation of 
the people, the exploitation of natural 


resources and the siphoning off of 
wealth so that the nation’s population 
remain poor and enslaved in order that 
the few may live in luxury. Some of 
these exploitations are in the limelight \ 
now as in the case of the Iranian oil 
dispute. 

Throughout the nations of Asia, 
capitalism bears the stigma as the ex¬ 
ploiter of the natives and the natural 
resources. Our problem of gaining the 
confidence of these people is extremely 
difficult when we take into considera¬ 
tion the language differences, custom 
differences and habits of thought. When 
we consider the skepticism of the na¬ 
tives to people with white skins, the 
grinding poverty and the illiteracy, our 
success in selling them our way of life 
becomes problematical. 

If freedom is to be defended anti 
extended, it must first be understood. 

It is not enough to know that a free 
society is best for all men. Many people 
are aware of the fact that poverty and 
misery are not necessary; that new 
ways of making a living will bring 
them a measure of dignity. They be¬ 
lieve anything would be better than 
what they have and they are deter¬ 
mined to get it. There are those who 
are aware of the fact that capitalism 
has food and money, medicine and good 
houses, but that Communism has prom- ^ 
ised them some measure of order, some 
food for their stomachs and the oppor¬ 
tunity for literacy. The only freedom 
these unfortunate people are inter¬ 
ested in is freedom from want. They 
also know that thousands of natives 
disappear overnight and are never 
heard from again, presumably taken to 
Siberian prison labor camps for not 
accepting the communist philosophy. 
But, why should they not believe that 
such is the custom of all nations? 
We of the democratic countries have 
offered no program appealing to them. 
Consequently, they are suspicious of 
our wealth and of our imperialism. 

Jt is well for the minds and hearts 
that have been conditioned to thinking, 
to read and appraise .—Edunn Luedke , 
Editor , Employer-Employee Digest. 
Mihraukee. Wis. 


NATIONAL FEDERATED CRAFT 


The National Federated Craft will 
hold its convention at Seattle, Wash¬ 
ington, August 20-23, 1952, with head¬ 
quarters at the New Washington Hotel. 
The officers of the organization include 
Alva V. Sligar, president, and Harold 
H. Vawter, secretary. The latter re¬ 
sides at 3015 North Pennsylvania St., 
Apt. 8-A, Indianapolis 5, Indiana. 
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War causes depletion of the basic 
powers of resistance.— A. IF. Heinle. 





DENVER SCHOOL HEAD CHANGES 
VIEWS UNDER R. C. PRESSURE 


7HEN, in April of this year, Presi- 
W dent James B. Conant of Harvard 
University told delegates attending the 
conference of the American Association 
of School Administrators meeting in 
Boston, Mass, (a department of the 
National Education Association), that 
this country is developing a dual sys¬ 
tem of education which is harmful to 
American democracy — a statement 
which both educators and informed 
citizens other than educators have 
known for years—it had repercussions 
in Denver, Colorado. 

The | Roman] Catholic Chronicle of 
Toledo, Ohio, in its issue of May 2, 
1952, states that Dr. Kenneth E. Obcr- 
holtzer, Superintendent of the Public 
Schools of Denver, denied the state¬ 
ment attributed to him that he “had 
attacked parish schools and private 
schools.” The Catholic Chronicle con¬ 
tains this paragraph: “As Superin¬ 
tendent of public schools. Dr. Ober- 
holtzer is in a position from which 
public opinion might oust him. He is 
the only educator in such a position 
among those involved in the attack on 
non-government schools. Dr. Ober- 
holtzer denied attacking parish and 
private schools. But he did not say 
whether or not he thinks there should 
he any such schools.” 

The prelates and priests of the 
Roman Catholic Church, a foreign 
ecclesiastical sovereignty, can hurl 
anathemas at the public schools of our 
various sovereign states, hut if an edu¬ 
cator, in the exercise of his prerogative 
as a citizen of one of these states and 
as an authority on the subject on which 
he speaks, points to the danger to the 
American Republic of private schools 
(of which the Roman Catholic paro¬ 
chial schools are the overwhelming 
part), then the said educator must be 
dismissed from his position as a public 
school administrator. 

Read again the supreme contempt in 
these words of the Catholic ( hronicle. 
for the views of our American educa¬ 
tors: “As Superintendent of public 
schools, Doctor Oberholtzer is in a 
position from which public opinion 
might oust him. . . What “public 
opinion” puts Doctor Oberholtzer in 
such a position? Certainly not the 
public opinion of the friends of the 
public school, hut rather the intimi- 
dating opinion of a foreign theocracy, 
largely expressed through the columns 
of a servile press staffed by many of 
the faith of that theocracy. 

Two reputable newspaper reporters, 
Dr. Benjamin Fine, Educational Editor 


of The A T eu- York Times, and Laura 
Haddock of The Christian Science 
Monitor, each quote Doctor Ober¬ 
holtzer as upholding the views of Presi¬ 
dent Conant of Harvard. Miss Had¬ 
dock quotes Doctor Oberholtzer as say¬ 
ing at a press conference: "I believe 
history has fully confirmed all that 
Doctor Conant said last night on this 
point. We cannot have parochial 
schools to any large extent and still 
have democracy in our school system.” 

The sound reasoning doctor should 
have added: Roman Catholic parochial 
schools. 

Doctor Fine stated that Doctor 
Oberholtzer, at a press conference ar¬ 
ranged by A AS A, said that parish and 
private schools are “divisive” and even 
though only 10 per cent of American 
children and youth attend them, “it is 
not a question of numbers, but the 
ideas or philosophy behind the non- 
public schools that are dangerous.” 

Every true, well-informed American 
citizen will support Doctor Oberholtzer 
in this statement so far as it refers to 
the philosophy behind the parochial 
schools of the Roman Catholic Church. 
The schools conducted by the Ameri¬ 
can Protestant churches teach nothing 
that is derogatory to American prin¬ 
ciples, nor do they aim at goals that 
would destroy our liberties, our morals 
and ethics developed by Protestant 
thinking. E. R. & S. W. 


LOTUS FLOWER 

B. J. Harrington', R.A.M. 

SSI!) Walnut St., Kansas City 3, M<>. 

O N July 1,1952, the newspapers car¬ 
ried a picture of Keith Polhemus, 
plant pathologist of the Washington 
Park System, measuring a bloom on a 
lotus plant grown from seed that was 
tens of thousands years old. The seed 
was found in geologic deposits in Man¬ 
churia two years ago and planted last 
year in a test tube. The pink blossom, 
the first from the plant, had opened 
the previous day after a period of ex¬ 
tremely hot weather in Washington. 
The flower was six inches across. An 
echo from the deep, dark, past cen- 
tunes! 

The lotus flower is the flower of the 
Old Testament and an ancient Land¬ 
mark of Masonry. It is found in pro¬ 
fusion in the decorative effects of most 
Masonic lodge rooms, but never re¬ 
ferred to in our ritual. It is usually 
found in the design of the floor cover¬ 
ing, and globes of the ceiling lights 
carry this design. The reflector type 
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chandelier usually has both designs, 
the one with the petals open denoting 
200,000 years and the one with the 
petals turned in denoting the Mother 
Country of Leniuria in darkness 12,500 
years ago. 

In the ceiling decoration of Ivanhoe 
Masonic Temple in Kansas City, Mis¬ 
souri, there are seven rows of ode de¬ 
sign and eight rows of the other design, 
each in the center of an elaborate 
medallion, the border of which is com¬ 
posed of the oblong square and the 
interlaced letter “H” of the alphabet 
of Lemuria. This letter “H” has been 
erroneously designated, in our colleges, 
as a Roman design because Caesar's 
robe carried this same design. It dates 
back some 200,000 years. These de¬ 
signs have been carried down the ages 
by unsuspecting architects, and appear 
on many of our public buildings and 
schools. 

The development of this flower 
and plant reminds us of the '‘Silver- 
Tongued 1 ’ Orator of yesteryear when 
he referred to the wheat taken from 
the great pyramid. “Thirty centuries 
look down upon this seed, yet the spark 
of life is very evident and will repro¬ 
duce itself.”—IT. J. Bryan . 


EXAMPLE OF SO-CALLED 
PAPAL INFALLIBILITY 

Professor Tyndall, in his famous 
Belfast address to the British Associa¬ 
tion in 1874, said: “Both Pythagoras 
and Copernicus had taught that the 
earth revolved around the sun. In the 
exercise of her right to determine what 
true science is, the Church of Rome in 
the Pontificate of Paul V stepped in 
and, by the mouth of the Holy Con¬ 
gregation of the Index, delivered, on 
March 5, 1616, the following decree: 

“ ‘And whereas it has also come to 
the knowledge of the said Holy Con¬ 
gregation that the false Pythagorean 
doctrine, of the mobility of the earth 
and the immobility of the sun, en¬ 
tirely opposed to Holy writ, which is 
taught by Nicholas Copernicus, is now 
published abroad and received by 
many. In order that this opinion may 
not further spread to the damage of 
Catholic truth, it is ordered that this 
and all other books teaching the like 
doctrine be suspended, and by this de¬ 
cree they are all respectively suspended, 
forbidden and condemned’.” 

The civil authorities in Europe ar¬ 
rested all who taught that the earth 
moved around the sun and, if they 
did not recant, they were burnt alive 
at the stake .—William A. Teare, 32 °, 
K.T. 

The only sure way to double your 
money is to fold it and put it in your 
pocket. 





NO ROOM FOR RELIGIOUS 
INTOLERANCE 


T HE following is quoted from Truth 
on the Sqvare y an official publica¬ 
tion of the Grotto at Portland, Oregon, 
published by Joe E. Dunne, 32°: 

“There is a feeling, rampant on the 
West Coast and serious in Oregon, of 
religious antagonism, which I hop£ will 
be quelled before it creates hard feel¬ 
ings. 

“This has been brought on largely by 
President Truman’s very obstinate 
stand in demanding the Congress grant 
him authority to appoint an Ambassa¬ 
dor to Rome [the Vatican State]. 

“We, as Masons, may and do disagree 
with the hierarchy of the [Roman] 
Church, because of its continued and in¬ 
sistent opposition to our public schools 
and its constantly increasing demands 
for more and more privileges out of tax 
money. 

“We insist that, when a single dime 
of tax money is given to any church, it 
is a betrayal of the Constitution upon 
which we have grown great and which 
in turn has so enriched this church. 

“The best examples of the arrogance 
of the hierarchy are the ‘Spellman 
Belch’ at Mrs. Roosevelt, a loyal moth¬ 
er upbraided by an autocratic bachelor, 
and then in today’s paper (March 10) 
came the statement by the Spanish 
counterpart of Spellman, in which he 
boldly stated he didn’t like what the 
retiring American Ambassador said 
about Spain. He insisted that Protes¬ 
tants deserved no consideration or even 
tolerance, and immediately thereafter a 
Protestant chapel was raided by well- 
dressed • and intelligent looking young 
men seeking to break up the sendees. 
When the boss bachelor belches, the 
sycophants start to destroy, Spanish 
Inquisition again. 

“Yet, with all of this, our quarrel is 
with the bachelor gang that runs the 
church, not the membership or the per¬ 
sonnel who accept and practice the 
faith. 

“We, as Masons, demand an equal 
right for them [the Romanists | to prac¬ 
tice their faith without hindrance from 
anyone, and urge that each of you take 
your stand boldly for the end of bigotry. 
We cannot hate a Catholic as such. . . . 
He has the same right to his faith as 
you have. 

“Sure, we think he is a sap to let the 
bachelor leadership force him to send 
his children to a school dedicated to a 
foreign leadership, but that is his busi¬ 
ness, and becomes ours only when it 
tries to take tax money to run a school 
system which has for its purpose the 
control of the child’s mind in order to 
teach its foreign ideology; but you 


cannot pick on some man or woman 
friend for belonging to a church. So, 
Brother, look well—if we want our 
Constitution to live, to be respected, we 
must stand out against bigotry against 
any religion. 

“There are narrow men in all 
churches and in all walks of life. I 
have met many very narrow Masons, so 
we who know our Constitution was the 
product of Masonic work and influence 
must ever be alert, else how can we, in 
justice, demand freedom of the practice 
of religion elsewhere and sponsor the 
separation of Church and State?” 

We trust and believe that Brother 
Dunne does not condemn as “narrow” 
those Masons who are concerned and 
alert to the need to demand of Roman¬ 
ists everywhere in the world the right 
of Protestants to practice their faith 
unmolested. Must we not be intolerant 
of intolerance? The “bachelor” rulers 
of Romanism are uncompromising, and 
treat with contempt softness on the part 
of other faiths. 

The reason for the violent persecution 
of Protestants in the Republic of Co¬ 
lombia is the inroads that are being 
made against the Roman Church by 
evangelicals of the Protestant faiths. 
The answer to this is an effort to wipe 
out Protestantism in this country. This 
persecution appears wherever Protes¬ 
tant evangelicals appear. 

We are in receipt of a circular letter 
from Elmer and June Pearson in the 
African Congo to friends in Los An¬ 
geles, California, a paragraph of which 
reads: 

“There are several Catholic missions 
in this Mongwandi area. They sent out 
word that no one should listen to us or 
come to our meetings. Saturday [be¬ 
fore Easter | a special messerf^er was 
sent to all the village chieftains, and to 
the regional kings saying that we must 
not be permitted to have services nor 
to stay in their villages. One king was 
disgusted with this order and gave us a 
special invitation to have a sendee in 
his front yard. The other king was 
worried and afraid. He said that, if we 
put evangelist-teachers in villages on 
the other road and if no affair came of 
it, then he would agree to having them 
in his village, too.” E. R. 


COST OF BROTHERHOOD 

Brotherhood has been the subject 
for discussion over many centuries. 

Perhaps the apparent failure of those 
who are interested in bringing about a 
condition of understanding and love 
among men is due to the insistence that 
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we establish a Utopia of common 
thought and opinion. Brotherhood, 
genuine Brotherhood, can never be 
sought on such a basis. A condition 
which submerges individuality cannot 
serve as suitable material for a firm 
foundation. 

We forever want Brotherhood with¬ 
out the cost of Brotherhood. We want 
to imagine a short cut, a royal road 
to its achievement. We want to feel 
that “the other fellow” is obstructing 
the path. But Brotherhood is sacrifice 
and begins w’ith the understanding of 
self. It is the highest expression of re¬ 
ligion, and calls for the answer to the 
question: “How can I make my re¬ 
ligion speak so that others will enter 
into the contract of Brotherhood with 
me?” 

Emerson wrote: “I cannot hear what 
you say for knowing what you are.” 
This is the challenge to all of us to 
keep our deeds and acts on a plane with 
our words. 

Brotherhood is courage. Men are at 
times hesitant to show sentiment and 
feeling toward other men. The word 
virtue is from the Latin which means 
manliness. So, when we arc doing 
kindly deeds, we are doing the work 
of men. 

Brotherhood is action. To have a 
strong belief is wonderful; to make that 
belief workable in man-to-man asso- 
ciation is truly the great task. 

Brotherhood is moral strength. Only 
the genuine will produce the genuine. 
There is nothing genuine about a 
Golden Calf form of Brotherhood. 

Masonry’s way is slow, but it is 
the sure and well-marked path to Uni- 
versaL Brotherhood .—Masonic Messen¬ 
ger , Georgia. 


HAPPINESS 

A notorious rabble-rouser once com¬ 
plained to Benjamin Franklin that the 
Constitution of the United States was 
a mockery. “Where is all the happiness 
it is supposed to guarantee us?” he 
demanded. 

“All the Constitution guarantees, my 
friend,” Franklin answered, “is the pur¬ 
suit of happiness. You have to catch up 
with it yourself .”—Wisconsin Free¬ 
mason. 


The place to insure good government 
in the future is in the caucuses and the 
primaries. If the qualified voters neg¬ 
lect the caucuses and primaries, and 
permit designing politicians to foist 
grafting office seekers on them (the 
people!, they should not complain. Our 
election law’s plainly vest the right of 
selecting candidates in the people. If 
the people fail to exercise their right, 
it is their own fault .—Fairfieid Ledge - 
(Iow’a!. 







CATHOLIC PRESS ATTEMPTS TO 
ANSWER MRS. MEYER’S CHARGES 


A GNES E. MEYER, wife of Eugene 
- Meyer, chairman of the board of 
The W ashing ton Post , and a member 
of the President’s Commission on 
Higher Education, defended secular 
education as the bulwark of American 
Democracy, in an address before the 
recent convention of the National Edu¬ 
cation Association at Detroit, Michigan. 

She said, among other things, that 
“clerical politicians are taking advan¬ 
tage of the mental confusion of our 
postwar era to regain their ancient 
privilege of controlling education’ ; 
that the door must be closed forever 
upon the use of public tax money for 
the support of private and parochial 
school education, and against the pres¬ 
ent attempts of the Catholic hierarchy 
and reactionary Protestants to force 
our people to support sectarian schools, 
whose rapid increase would destroy 
our secular schools and tear our nation 
into irreconcilable factions; that public 
tax support of private schools would 
undermine the public school system 
and substitute “a series of feeble, 
jealous and antagonistic church school 
systems, each largely intent on teach¬ 
ing its own church doctrines and strug¬ 
gling for an increasing share of public 
funds”; that “public education is called 
'godless/ immoral, and secularistic 
only by people incapable of under¬ 
standing its noble purpose to keep this 
nation free and united.” 

The convictions of Mrs. Meyer are 
shared by many, and we point out that 
the public schools came into existence 
only after many years of church 
schools in this country, which resulted 
in the placing of provisions in the 
several state constitutions against aid¬ 
ing church schools, which provisions 
followed the principle of the First 
Amendment of the Federal Constitu¬ 
tion which was later supported by the 
Fourteenth Amendment. 

The Washington Post stated that 
The Michigan Catholic said editorially 
that Mrs. Meyer's “speech was filled 
with unsupported and unprobable as¬ 
sertions against Catholic schools, edu¬ 
cators and bishops.*. . . There is no 
way to refute these shocking and 
scandalous charges. For the most part 
they reflect the emotional animus of 
the speaker. Mrs. Meyer showed utter 
disregard for the truth, for history.... 
The charge that Catholic schools are 
diversive and undemocratic is pre¬ 
posterous. . . .” 

It is indeed nonsensical, but never¬ 
theless true that the Roman Catholic 
prelates and press are as bold in deny¬ 


ing that the church seeks aid for its 
schools when it is attacked for doing 
so, as it is in demanding aid for its 
schools, when the coast is apparently 
clear to do so. 

The fact is that Mrs. Meyer's con¬ 
tentions are adequately supported by 
statements of the prelates themselves, 
to say nothing of pontifical discussions 
and demands on the subject of educa¬ 
tion. 

The Michigan Catholic truthfully 
says that “there is no way to refute 
these shocking and scandalous charges.” 
How can they be refuted when the 
bases of the charges are to be found 
in tlie w writings and verbal assertions 
of the Roman Church? They are 
“shocking” to the prelates because the 
public generally is now being made 
aware of the designs of the Roman 
Church, and “scandalous” because of 
the distressing effect of the truth. 

The Michigan Catholic is of the 
opinion that the charges, for the most 
part, reflect the emotional animus of 
the speaker, meaning Mrs. Meyer. 
Well, the bases of the charges are 
rather animating to say the least and 
do arouse “a feeling of hostility or 
hatred, animosity,” against the arro¬ 
gant assumptions of Romanists, but to 
charge the speaker with “emotional 
animus” is not only beside the point, 
but not true, as there are few speakers 
who treat their subject matter with the 
objectivity that Mrs. Meyer does. 

It should be added that the opinions 
of Mrs. Meyer as expressed at the 
Detroit meeting of NEA are her own 
and do not reflect those of The Wash¬ 
ington Post; that “she does not par¬ 
ticipate in the formation of editorial 
policies.” E. R. 


MASONRY AND GOVERNMENT 

That Masonry shall not engage in 
politics is an unwritten law. But that 
Masons should be interested, and there¬ 
fore take part, in the policies of their 
government is highly important. 

It is of no interest to Masonry 
whether you vote the Republican, the 
Democratic, or some other “ticket.” It 
is of great interest to Masonry that 
you vote. 

It is of no interest to Masonry 
whether you support or resist the pas¬ 
sage of a Constitutional amendment. 
It is of great interest to Masonry that 
you inform yourself of any such move¬ 
ment, make up your mind about it, 
and act on your belief. 

Masonry is made up of picked men. 
The reputation of the order is of in- 
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tense interest to all who wear its in¬ 
signia. That reputation will be good 
as its individual members have good 
reputations; poor as they have bad 
ones. No man is entitled to a reputa¬ 
tion as a good citizen who does not 
give to the government of his country, 
his state, and his town, his attention, 
his thought, and his well-considered 
action. 

We get exactly the sort of govern¬ 
ment we make. The world is happier 
when our government is good. We arc 
happier when our government is just, 
liberal, constructive, honest. We are 
all the poorer in opportunities when 
evils creep into our government. But 
it is we—we Masons—who should be 
especially and particularly interested, 
even more than the rest of the citizens, 
for we teach patriotism. 

Patriotism means more than cheer¬ 
ing the flag; more, even, than fighting 
for it. True patriotism means the 
drudgery as well as the heroics and 
the enthusiasm; it means reading and 
study of national questions, and con¬ 
scientious voting, as well as buying 
bonds and making speeches for the 
Red Cross. 

Between now and November, make 
up your mind what platform and can¬ 
didate are best for your country. Then 
express your belief at the polls. So, and 
only so, can you show the world at 
large that when .Masonry teaches 
patriotism, she does so effectively, and 
that Masons, picked men as they are, 
are men who feel and stand up under 
their Masonic and their civic responsi¬ 
bilities.— Zarephath News , Iowa. 


ACTION BY OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, 
SCHOOL BOARD 

The Gideon Society, which is and 
has been doing a splendid service in 
distributing copies of the Bible and the 
New Testament in hotels and other 
public places, was desirous of dis¬ 
tributing copies of the New Testament 
to pupils of the Oakland public schools 
through the auspices of the school 
board of that city. 

In order to avoid any approach to 
the integration of Church and State, 
the board passed the following resolu¬ 
tion: 

“The New Testament as sponsored 
by the Gideons is not recognized by 
all religions as the 'Bible/ We feel 
that, out of fairness to all people who 
believe in freedom of religion, we should 
refrain from introducing a precedent 
which could possibly lead to dissension 
among our students and faculty. We 
approve the placing of this Testament 
in the libraries of all schools for refer¬ 
ence purposes. Complete editions of 
the Bible are already in all our school 
libraries.” 




BRITAIN PROTESTS ATTACK 
ON CHURCH, WHY DON’T WE? 


R ECENTLY, the British Government 
made a formal protest against the 
attack on the British Protestant Church 
in Spain, and reserved the right to de¬ 
mand damages. Both the Conserva¬ 
tives and Laborites in the House of 
Commons protested against the attack 
which was made in Seville, Spain, on 
March 4, 1952, and demanded the gov¬ 
ernment claim restitution from the 
Spanish Government. 

The British ambassador has delivered 
a note to the Spanish Government, said 
Selwyn Lloyd, Minister of State, and 
added that as soon as fuller details of 
the incident and an exact assessment of 
the damages are available, he would 
consider what formal representations 
would be made to the Spanish Govern¬ 
ment. 

Prof. Sir Douglas Savory, a Con¬ 
servative from Protestant Ulster, was 
the first to raise the question when 
he asked the Minister of State if 
he were aware of the attack. He said 
the British minister of the church was 
knocked down and the furniture and 
hymn books set afire. This, he added, 
was the culmination of a “whole series 
of attacks” on Protestant churches in 
Spain. Directing attention to a list of 
nine reported attacks, he said the last 
was on a Protestant chapel which was 
blown up by a bomb. 

Anthony Greenwood, a Laborite 
member, asked the Minister of State to 
“bear in mind that previous attacks 
have been made against Protestant 
churches in Spain and emphasize that 
vve in this country are irrevocably op¬ 
posed to religious persecution, whether 
of Catholics in Hungary or Protestants 
in Spain.” 

What does our country do officially 
about the persecution of Protestants in 
Spain? For President Truman to say 
that he was “not fond of the regime of 
Generalissimo Francisco Franco” is 
good as far as it goes, but a strong pro¬ 
test from the Secretary of State would 
go much farther. This the State De¬ 
partment does not do even when Ameri¬ 
can missionaries in Colombia, South 
America, are persecuted and their prop¬ 
erty destroyed by the Roman Catholic 
barbarians, which they are urged to do 
by priests. 

As recently as March 21st, a Prot¬ 
estant organization in Bogota, Colom¬ 
bia, declared that three Roman Catholic 
priests led a mob of children who threw 
stones in an attack on a Presbyterian 
church in the city of Ibague the day 
before. 

The Protestant organization, known 


as the Colombian Evangelical Federa¬ 
tion, stated in a press release that the 
office of the minister had been destroyed 
and a number of windows broken in the 
raid, which, it charged, was the result 
of a propaganda “war” against the 
Protestants by the priests. The federa¬ 
tion added that a priest in a public 
speech declared: 

“You know there are Protestants near 
by, and we do not need them. They 
must go! We do not want the false 
doctrines they profess in the city of 
Ibague.” 

On March 10th, Pedro Cardinal 
Segura y Saenz, Roman Catholic Arch¬ 
bishop of Seville, Spain, published a 
pastoral letter warning against toler¬ 
ance of Protestantism and other “hereti¬ 
cal religions” in that country. Cardinal 
Segura, the senior prelate of Spain, said 
that a campaign of friendliness toward 
Protestants began with the recent death 
of King George VI of England because 
of the “manifestations of grief and uni¬ 
versal condolence.” As a result, he 
continued, some have come to believe 
that “all religions are equally accept¬ 
able in the presence of God, and the 
Protestant campaign in Spain increased 
in an extraordinarily grave manner.” 

The Washington Post said in a re¬ 
cent editorial: 

“Well, tolerance is a new word to ap¬ 
ply to the Franco regime’s treatment 
of Protestants. There are 20,000 of 
them in a population of 28,000,000. And 
they have a pretty thin time of it. 
Their marriages are not recognized un¬ 
less a civil accompanies a religious cere¬ 
mony; their chapels are being sum¬ 
marily closed down; gatherings for wor¬ 
ship in private homes are prohibited. 
To our view this is just the opposite of 
tolerance. As for the archdiocese of 
Seville, there the intolerance has got to 
the stage of hooliganism against places 
of Protestant worship.” 

It appears to many that it is time to 
call a halt to these barbarous tactics 
of the Roman Catholics in Spain and 
Colombia, by every possible means of 
our State Department. 

In its desperate financial and social 
conditions, the Franco regime favors 
granting naval and air bases to NATO 
for a consideration of several hundred 
millions of our dollars. But Cardinal 
Segura has warned that regime not to 
trifle with Catholicism’s strong position 
as a state religion in order to secure 
favors (favors, mind you, when the Vat¬ 
ican is party to NATO’s defense plans) 
from other nations in political negotia¬ 
tions. 


“The spirit of Catholics,” he averreu, 
“is worried over fear that, under the 
pretext of politics, concessions gravely 
prejudicial to the religion (of course, 
Catholicism) may be made.” Such an 
attitude causes many to wonder what 
hopes there are for liberty in Spain 
even if naval and air bases were ac¬ 
quired in that country, in a defense 
against the other totalitarian State, the 
Soviet Republic. 

Not a few observers are of the opinion 
that of the two totalitarian systems— 
the Vatican and the Kremlin—liberty 
has less opportunity ultimately to thrive 
under the former than under the latter. 
The reasons offered are that the Vati¬ 
can poses the dogma of Vicar of God 
on earth in the person of a pontiff, who 
holds to the superstition of salvation of 
the soul here and in the next world, 
whereas the latter poses no such dogma. 
Under both systems stealthy lying and 
murdering by the wholesale have taken 
place, as the pages of history sadly 
prove. But a fear of life hereafter 
makes the former the more effective 
control of minds trained from infancy 
to a belief in superstitions of the most 
groveling character. 

How much longer should Protestants 
tolerate the murder of their missionaries 
and the destruction of their property 
in Spain and Colombia without making 
strong protests to our government to 
have this stopped? Freemasons have 
been murdered, where they have not 
been imprisoned, by every vile means in 
Spain, and in Colombia they have been 
obliged to meet clandestinely in their 
homes. The call to them to protest is 
both as Masons and Protestants. 

E. R. 


We have no quarrel with the tradi¬ 
tion that Freemasonry takes no part, 
as an organization, in partisan politics. 
We do take some issue with those who 
insist that everything pertaining to 
public life and the affairs of govern¬ 
ment should be placed in that category. 

Freemasons were alert, active, ener¬ 
getic, and highly influential in creating 
this Republic. The perpetuation of 
Masonic ideals and the defense of in¬ 
dividual liberties summon us [indi¬ 
vidually] to be articulate in govern¬ 
ment, so that the teachings of this 
Fraternity may [again] be a beacon 
light guiding a troubled world toward 
the solution of all problems in a peace 
which passes understanding. 

Let us answer Franklin’s challenge 
as Minutemen, keeping the Republic 
given into our care, that it may be a 
shining example to all peoples, and 
that it may boldly assume that place 
of leadership so greatly needed and so 
ardently awaited by this troubled 
world .—Oklahoma ('onsxstory Bulletin. 
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CHURCH AND STATE 

From The Catholic \\ ovhev 


W E ARE pleased to publish the fol¬ 
lowing editorial from The Catho¬ 
lic Worker for April, 1952 for it reveals 
what is in the minds of many loyal 
American Roman Catholics, and sub¬ 
stantiates what we have often said, that 
the hierarchy can go just so far with its 
dogmatic teaching and then resistance 
takes place among Roman Catholics 
themselves. There never would have 
been a Reformation if this were not 

true. . 

“In modern times, the identification 
of the Catholic Church with a btate, or 
regime, has been, on almost every occa¬ 
sion, disastrous for the Chuich. 

“One need only think of the tragedy 
of the workingman lost to the Faith, as 
Pius XI remarked to Canon Cardijn. 

In France, this was largely a result of 
Catholics holding that the political 
hopes of the ancient regime were the 
same as the spiritual hopes o the 
Church. In our own day, we have wit¬ 
nessed the terrible spectacle of vast 
masses of nominally Catholic Spaniards 
who were willing to burn churches and 
nurder priests—because religion an< 
oppression were synonymous (and, 

) tragically in Spain, still are I. 

“In current debate over the relation 
of Church and State it has always hcen 
assumed that the Catholic Church de¬ 
sires to become the pensioner of the 
national government. NY ithout discuss¬ 
ing the constitutional issues involved 
I sectarianism on both sides has often 
caused more heat than light), th 
servation seems pertinent for Catholics, 
pragmatically, dependence on the State 
has rarely aided the Church in her Di¬ 
vine mission to men and, more often 
than not, has led to terrible conse- 
quences. 

“Much of the difficulty in the current 
discussion involves the questnm o 
where aid to an individual who is Cath¬ 
olic becomes aid to Catholicism It is 
a problem which is not simple of solu- 
tion: should the child be denied the 
free lunch because he attends the paro¬ 
chial school; does the free lunch con¬ 
stitute aid to religion? 

“However, this much can certainly be 
said: an examination of the relation¬ 
ship of the Church and governments 
should convince us, in the present situa¬ 
tion, that our solicitude for her mission 
Jf. to men should cause us to emphasize 
m her independence from the State and the 
necessity for finding means within her 
own freedom and effort to fulfil1 that 
mission. In short, in many ways, Cath¬ 
olics should be more solicitous than any- 
one else lest the Church and State be¬ 


come identified and a transcendent mis¬ 
sion be degraded to the level of political 

acrimony.’' . 

In another very able article in the 
same issue of The Catholic W orker en¬ 
titled “Franco Regime Executes rive 
Unionists for Their Labor and Demo¬ 
cratic Activities,” the writer, Michae 
Harrington, makes some very telling 
and graphic refutations of Francos de¬ 
fense for executing these five unionists. 

We quote the article here in part: 

“He I Franco | defended his action on 
the grounds that these men were ‘com¬ 
mon criminals.’ However, they had 
been held without trial, some of them 
for as long as five years; they had been 
convicted by a military, not a cm , 
court; they were denied the right of 
counsel; they were executed by a firing 
squad (which is not the manner in 
which Spain executes common crimi¬ 
nals) ; and commutations for some ol 
their comrades acknowledged that they 
were members of the liberation tnove- 

1 " l ‘‘Nor were they communists. They 
were members of the anarcho-syndi¬ 
calist CNT which has long been known 
for its anti-communism (and which 
fought in the streets of Barcelona 
against a Stalinist coup d’etat, during 
the Civil War and behind the Loyalist 

'’"“There is no doubt of their guilt of 
anti-fascism. But this is not the crime 
for which they were convicted. Sen¬ 
tenced for common crimes, they were 
killed for democratic and union activi- 
tics • 

“At the time these executions were 
being carried out, the United States 
Government had an ambassador in Ma¬ 
drid and was attempting to include 
Spain in the NATO alliance as a free 
nation; economic assistance was being 

discussed. , ^ 

“For the past seven yeavo, the franco 
terror has been more or less routine, (it 
will be remembered that, after signing 
a pact with Hitler and Mussolini in 
1939 and hailing the Axis victories in 
1941, Franco found it necessary to 
change his policies when the Allies be¬ 
gan to win World War II.) This new 
terror, coming at a time when he has 
received support from the United 
States, indicates how strengthened his 
position is through our aid. 

“The five executions, however, are 
not the end of the terror. Two more 
workers have been condemned to death 
in Seville. The trials of unionists who 
supported the general strike of a year 
ago are scheduled in many cities: Val¬ 
encia, Vitoria, Bilbao. 


“These strikes were supported by all 
elements in Spain as a protest against 
the cost of living and poverty. 1 ney 
were supported by many priests, by 
Bishop Herrera of Malaga, and by the 
Workers Brotherhood of Catholic Ac- 
* tion. . . . Among the Basques, most of 
those to be tried are Catholic. ... 

“The position of The Catholic W(orkei 
is clear in this matter. NVe have op¬ 
posed the suppression of freedom, re¬ 
ligious or political, on the absolve 

ground that it is incompatible with the 

dignity of man created by God, and on 
the pragmatic ground that censorship 
and repression are means which are not 
fitted for the protection of anything. 

“Apologists for religious intolerance 
in Spain (many of them, unfortunately 
Catholic) have always pointed out that 
98% of Spanish people are catholic. 
Yet it was this very union oj ( hurch 
and State which has created actuation 
in which at least half of those 98% 
‘Catholic' people were willing to take a 
terrible vengeance on churches, priests, 
nuns. (Emphasis ours.) ... 

“The military policy of the United 
States has placed us before the eyes of 
the world as a defender of fascism in 
Spain. The Catholic Worker opposes 
that military policy in its entirety. 
However, this is an issue on which all. 
can join, regardless of their position on 
rearmament. Support of Franco is not 
just, but it is not pragmatic either; it 
diminishes whatever spiritual strength 

we have. • 

“We urge our readers to write to tn^ir 

Congressmen and Senators opposing an> 
aid to Fascist Spain, aid which will be 
used for the continued oppression ol 
the worker; and to Dean Acheson of the 
State Department protesting any at¬ 
tempt to include Spain among the free 
nations of the world. 


In a letter to the President of the 
British Royal Society, dated July 27, 
1783, Benjamin Franklin said: i.jom 
with you most cordially in rejoicing 
at the return of peace. I hops it will 
be lasting, and that mankind will at 
length, as they call themselves reason¬ 
able creatures, have reason and sense 
enough to settle their differences without 
cutting throats; for, in my opinion, 
there never was a good war or a bad 
peace.” 

The Chinese have a proverb: “If 
there is righteousness in the heart, there 
will, be beauty in the character. It 
there is beauty in the character, there 
will he harmony in the home. If there 
is harmony in the home, there will tic 
order in the nation. When there is 
order in the nation, there will be peace 
in the world.”— Exchange. 





BOYS' CLUBS OF AMERICA GIVE 
SEEDS FOR DEMOCRACY 

The Boys’ Clubs of America have 
undertaken a program on a national 
scale, to give practical application to 
raising “Seeds for Democracy.” Owing 
to climatic conditions, vegetable seeds 
cannot be grown in The Philippines. 
These Boys’ Clubs are assembling thou¬ 
sands of packets of seeds, which will 
be sent to The Philippines to be dis¬ 
tributed among small farmers, high 
school students and others in need of 
them. It is part of a plan to show the 
friendship which American youth feel 
for the Philippine people. 

General Carlos P. Romulo, Ambas¬ 
sador to the United States and presi¬ 
dent of The Philippine Association,; 
■sent the following wire to Woodlawn 
•Club, Chicago Boys’ Clubs: “Congrat¬ 
ulations and good luck to Woodlawn 
Boys’ Club and others on big Seeds for 
Democracy drive adding even greater 
strength to Philippine American friend¬ 
ship.” | 

The Woodlawn Club held a week- 
long drive to raise money toward the 
purchase of seeds. They held a two- 
day carnival, followed by a tag day, 
a motion picture program on the 
Philippines, and a puppet show. A 
dime, was charged for admission to 
these festivities. 

The Boys’ Clubs of San Antonio, 
Texas, sent 353 pounds of seeds, or 
about 6,000 packets. The boys not only 
brought seeds, but also cash with which 
to buy seeds. 

Owing to climate and the late plant¬ 
ing season, it was not until the last of 
April that the Manchester, New Hamp¬ 
shire, Boys’ Club was able to hold its 
various activities to collect seeds. The 
boys’ efforts proved highly successful. 

Out in Hollywood, Calif., members 
of the Boys’ Club paid admission to 
the club’s weekly movie night with 
]jackets of seeds. 

The Boys' Club in Worcester, Mass., 
did such a good job of seed gathering 
that it had twelve varieties of vege¬ 
table seeds in sufficient amount for 225 
Philippine family gardens. It is esti¬ 
mated that when harvest time arrives 
there will be enough vegetables from 
the Worcester seeds to feed 1,350 people 
who do not have enough to eat. 

The boys of the Worcester Club not 
only collected the seeds, but also 
packed them, putting them in special 
envelopes. On each envelope was a 
picture of a vegetable garden and the 
words: “Garden seeds from the boys of 
the Worcester Boys’ Club, Worcester, 
Mass., U. S. A., to our friends—the 
boys of the Philippines.” 

Kenneth R. MacDonald, of the Com¬ 
mittee for a Free Asia, wrote the 
Worcester Club: “Your contribution of 


2,800 ] jackets of vegetable seeds is now 
under cultivation by the Boys’ Club of 
Heroes Hill, five miles from Manila. 
The Heroes Hill boys are making a 
special project of growing your seeds 
for their own families.” 


DR. JOSEPH R. SIZOO ACCEPTS 
G.W.U. CHAIR OF RELIGION 

The Board of Trustees of The George 
Washington University in Washington, 
1). C., has announced the appointment 
of the Rev. Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo to the 
professorship of religion. He will begin 
bis duties on September 1, 1952, in the 
University’s Department of Religion, 
which was established in 1947. He will 
teach courses in the regular curriculum, 
counsel students, and direct short 
courses for religious leaders in the 
community. 

A biographical sketch of Doctor 
Sizoo’s life yields the following facts: 
He was born May 15, 1884, in the 
Netherlands, and came to this country 
in 1891. He graduated from Hope Col¬ 
lege, Michigan, and from the New 
Brunswick [N. J.] Theological Semi¬ 
nary in 1910. He holds the Degree of 
Doctor of Divinity from Hope College 
and from Rutgers, and the Degree of 
Doctor of Letters from Hastings Col¬ 
lege, Nebraska. 

He was ordained to the ministry in 
the Reformed Church in America, in 
1910. After a year as a missionary in 
South India, he served for over six 
years as minister of the First Reformed 
Church in Walden, N. Y., and was 
pastor (jf the Second Reformed Church 
in Somerville, N. J., until 1924. Dur¬ 
ing World War I he was Chaplain with 
the Second Division in France in 1917, 
and was guest preacher at the Ameri¬ 
can Church at The Hague in the sum¬ 
mer of 1923. During his twelve years 
in Washington, D. C., he was pastor of 
the New York Avenue Presbyterian 
Church. He traveled abroad, -^visiting 
the Holy Land and the Near East. He 
left Washington to accept the pastorate 
of St. Nicholas Collegiate Church in 
New York. He was president of the 
Greater New York Federation of 
Churches and also spent several years 
as Chairman of the Army and Navy 
Chaplains Committee. He resigned the 
pastorate in New York to take the 
presidency of the New Brunswick 
Seminary. 

The George Washington University 
is a nonsectarian institution. Since the 
establishment of its Department of 
Religion in 1947, upward of 1,500 stu¬ 
dents have registered for courses in 
religion. There are eight religious clubs 
at tlie University: Wesley Foundation, 
Baptist Student Union, Luther Club, 
Canterbury Club, Newman Club, West¬ 
minster Foundation, Hillel Foundation, 
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and Christian Science Foundation. 
Each year the University’s Religious 
Council, which is composed of repre¬ 
sentatives of these organizations, con¬ 
ducts a Religion-in-Life Week. 

Doctor Sizoo has long been a friend 
of Dr. Cloyd Heck Marvin, president 
of The George Washington University 
in Washington, D. C. 


MANY HEALTH PROGRAMS 

One of the most inspiring signs of 
the times is the cooperation between 
national organizations to help the help¬ 
less and also to aid those ultimately 
capable of self-support to get a new 
start in life. 

The General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs has a program which includes 
rehabilitation and employment of the 
physically handicapped, child welfare, 
problems of the aging, education and 
detection of cancer and tuberculosis. 

The Federation’s activities extend 
pretty much from coast to coast. Not 
each local Federation Club handles the 
same kind of cases. The clubs in Ohio 
and South Carolina have sponsored tu¬ 
berculosis aid and prevention; Maine, 
Texas and Oregon have made cancer 
their special care; North Carolina spon¬ 
sors cancer detection clinics; Kentucky 
has helped establish pre-school health 
examination in many parts of the state. 
The problems of the aging are receiving 
increased attention. 

The Junior Clubwomen of New Jer¬ 
sey raised $10,000 to set up a curative 
workshop in Trenton. The workshop is 
a community outpatient center provid¬ 
ing treatment for children and adults 
suffering from bone, joint, nerve and 
muscular disabilities as the result of 
disease or accident. The Juniors in 
Massachusetts maintain a fund for car¬ 
diac children. The Wisconsin Federa¬ 
tion has a large program including aid 
for the handicapped housewife and a 
legislative program that would have the 
State Legislature pass proper laws for 
better housing, staffing of orthopedic 
schools and also schools for the blind 
and deaf. 

The Indiana Federation works with 
the State Board of Industrial Aid for 
the Blind and Vocational Rehabilita¬ 
tion. In Raleigh, N. C., the Women’s 
Clubs cooperate with the AVake County 
Health Department in sponsoring a 
clinic for children with cerebral palsy. 
The Pennsylvania Federation provides 
special equipment for the physically 
handicapped. In Tacoma, Wash., the 
Juniors set up an “Eyes for the Blind” 
program. 

The Lions International Clubs have 
raised funds and assisted in a nation¬ 
wide program of aid. Of 130,628 activi¬ 
ties completed, as of June, 1951, 30,000 
were related to health. 







WAR ORDERS UNNECESSARY 
FOR PROSPERITY 


§» 


* 


T HERE has been much discussion 
in recent months as to what would 
happen to our national economy were 
war orders suddenly to cease or at 
least be curtailed to any considerable 
amount. There is no doubt that down 
through history war orders have meant 
full time employment, and the reason, 
of course, is that such goods are con¬ 
sumed or destroyed in battle soon after 
being manufactured so that there is 
always a continuing market as long as 
war or preparation for war lasts. 

When peace comes, the various gad¬ 
gets that people use are expected to 
last from two to ten years. Refrig¬ 
erators, radios, television sets, pianos, 
autos arc not just one-season products. 
Hence, there is a considerable slow¬ 
down in the buyers' markets. 

J. K. Galbraith/professor of eco¬ 
nomics at Harvard and who has served 
in various wartime government agen¬ 
cies, writing in The New York Times 
of June 22, 1952, asserts that “we can 
prosper without war orders.'’ He ex¬ 
plained that “two things can be said 
of the kind of depression that might 
follow even the most dramatic cutback 
in military expenditures. First, there 
is no chance of another disaster like 
that of 1929. Second, a good deal more 
could and would be done about it. 

In the fiscal year ending in June, 1948, 
which was the postwar low for mili¬ 
tary expenditures, “military outlays 
were somewhat greater than all federal 
spending in the pump-priming days of 
the New Deal.” 

A considerable body of economic 
opinion upholds the view that resist¬ 
ance to wage cuts in purchasing power 
is proper antidepression policy. Fur¬ 
thermore, Congress would probably be 
persuaded to vote a considerable reduc¬ 
tion in taxes. Some of this tax money 
would be saved and some of it would 
be spent, so it would not be a panacea 
for depression trouble, but it would 
help considerably. However, the gov¬ 
ernment could inaugurate a vigorous 
housing and public works program. 
This concerns, he explains, what econ¬ 
omists used to call “the short cycle, the 
immediate consequences of a shift from 
a military to a peacetime economy.” 

But, in the long-range view, he posed 
this question: “Can the United States 
continue to find a peaceable outlet, 
year after year and decade after decade, 
"for its very considerable productive 
energies?” His answer is, *\es, we can 
I* prosper without war orders. He then 
goes on to point out that here the 
answer depends less on economics and 
more on a broad assessment of social 
need.” He feels sure that in recent 
years there lias been a considerable 


leveling-up of living standards. 

In addition to markets at home, 
there is the boundless need in Asia, 
Africa, South America and Europe. 
This condition will combine to keep 
our funds and energies in full swing. 

S. IiV. 


PAST GRAND MASTER SEXSON 
PRESENTED 50-YEAR AWARD 

W. Mark Sexson, 33°, Past Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge, A. F. & 
A. M„ of Oklahoma, former Secretary 
of the Scottish Rite Bodies at McAles- 
ter, and the founder of the Order of 
Rainbow for Girls, was presented a 50- 
year Masonic membership certificate 
and button at a special ceremony held 
by South McAlester Lodge No. 96, on 
May 29, 1952. Cecil Clem, Master of 
the Lodge, presided, and the presenta¬ 
tion wasjnadc bv Grand Master Lee 
F. Parks, 32°, K.C.C.H. 

A member of South McAlester Lodge 
since 1914, Brother Sexson was raised 
a Master Mason in Bloomfield Lodge 
No. 84 at Bloomfield, Indiana, April 
26, 1902. He served South McAlester 
Lodge as Master in 1921; the Grand 
Lodge as Grand Chaplain and as 
Grand Orator for three years, becom¬ 
ing Grand Master in 1928. 

He founded the Order of Rainbow for 
Girls in 1922 and is now its Supreme 
Recorder. This organization is housed 
in its new $500,000 world temple in 
McAlester. “Known throughout Okla¬ 
homa and the nation as W. Mark 
Sexson, his full name is William Mark 
Sexson.” 


EXPLOSION OR DARKNESS 

We publish the following matter is¬ 
sued by Edmond C. Powers, Director, 
Public Information, National Street 
and Traffic Safety Lighting Bureau, 
Cleveland, Ohio, as of May 13, 1952: 

Some fifty trucking concerns have 
applied to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission for authority to haul am¬ 
munition and other dangerous materials 
over public streets and highways. 

The thought of the damage and de¬ 
struction that could result from an ac¬ 
cident involving a truck carrying 
present-day high explosives is appall¬ 
ing. Undoubtedly, public welfare will 
be a prime issue in determining the 
decision reached. 

A driver whose headlights come to 
rest on the back of a truck printed with 
the words, "Danger—High Explosives,” 
sobers up in a hurry ; all of his driving 
skill and courtesy arc called upon to 
guide Ins cause. He feels the presence 
of a potential disaster. He can visual¬ 
ize himself being blown to “kingdom 
come.” 

There is an “unprinted sign on oo 
of every 100 miles of our streets and 
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highways which carries an equal portent 
of death. This unprinted sign says, 
“inadequately lighted to handle mod¬ 
ern traffic.” 

According to recent surveys by the 
National Street and Traffic Safety 
Lighting Bureau, only 15 per cent of 
the nation’s street lighting is adequate. 
Thousands of miles of streets jind high¬ 
ways have no light at all. But we can’t 
read unprinted signs nor can we see on 
poorly lighted streets. The result is ex¬ 
plosive. 

Every year inadequate light con¬ 
tributes to the deaths of more than 
10,000 people. Every year inadequate 
light contributes to the injury of more 
than 500,000 people. Every year in¬ 
adequate light costs us $1,000,000,000. 

In the next ten years one of every two 
proud possessors of aij automobile may 
be involved in a fatal or injurious traf¬ 
fic accident, if he drives carelessly at 
night, ■ because his vision will be re¬ 
duced to unsafe levels by inadequate 
light. 


ARIZONA HITS LOW STANDARDS 
OF PAROCHIAL TEACHERS 

The State of Arizona, due to having 
a courageous governor, is putting the 
pressure on private and parochial 
schools to bring their teacher standards 
up to a level with those of the public 
schools or else face the penalty of hav¬ 
ing their graduates rejected for admis¬ 
sion to the University of Arizona or 
the state colleges at Flagstaff and 

Tempe. . 

Governor Howard Pyle is also chair¬ 
man of the State Board of Education. 
Last fall an ultimatum was issued to 
the parochial and private schools to 
bring their teacher standards up to 
those of the public schools or suffer 
the consequences. Recently, the patience 
of the governor wore thin. He sum¬ 
moned a meeting of the State Board of 
Education and also representatives of 
the parochial and private schools to 
give them a chance to state their side 

of the case. , 

The governor did not state detailed 
criticisms of the parochial and private 
school teachers, but lie was quoted in 
the press as stating that “many of 
them” could not qualify to teach in the 
public schools with their present back¬ 
ground. 

If we were vested with the power to 
document to the postwar world peace 
protocol, we would write it with music, 
■ for music is the universal language. 
It is of all colors and creeds; it knows 
no boundary lines, no jealousy, no 
envy; it is without hate, breathes love 
and understanding, and inspires and 
comforts the rich and the poor alike. 
—Frank H. Just. 











SECRETARY OF LABOR HITS 
HARVARD PRESIDENT 

Secretary of Labor Maurice J. Tobin, 
in an address to the graduates of Cath¬ 
olic University* in Washington, D. C., 
challenged the recent statement of 
President James B. Conant of Har¬ 
vard University, averring that Doctor 
Conant said private schools based on 
religion and economic differences are a 
danger to democratic unity. 

If reported correctly, the Secretary 
of Labor challenged the Harvard presi¬ 
dent on the wrong premises. As stated 
in the Scottish Rite publications, 
Doctor Conant held that this country is 
developing a dual system of education 
which is harmful to American democ¬ 
racy; that a dual system of schools 
w r ith tax money going, in some form, 
to private schools, would be harmful 
to our democratic tradition. 

“The greater the proportion of our 
youth who attend independent schools, 
the greater the threat to our democratic 
unity. Therefore, to use taxpayers' 
money to assist such a move is, for 
me," declared Doctor Conant, “to sug¬ 
gest that American society use its own 
hands to destroy itself." 

Mr. Tobin was reported as stating 
that Doctor Conant has “become the 
symbol of a point of view, which does 
violence not alone to the American tra¬ 
dition but to the very concept of de¬ 
mocracy. . . . 

“The private school is not the enemy 
nor is it the unfriendly rival of the 
public school. Public and private 
schools are coequal partners in the 
common enterprise of educating the 
children of the United States and pre¬ 
paring them as well as possible for in¬ 
telligent citizens in the democracy to 
which all of us owe so much.” 

The public school, and none other, 
is the bulwark of democracy in Ameri¬ 
ca, and any system of schools which 
competes with the public schools draws 
away pupils from this bulwark. The 
Roman Catholic system of schools is 
a deadly enemy of the public schools, 
and, as a necessary corollary, an enemy 
of our republic. 

It would be well if the Roman Cath¬ 
olic prelates would be honest enough 
to proclaim the dogmas of their church 
toward the public school, so that prom¬ 
inent laymen like the Secretary of 
Labor would not make the grievous 
error that he did in affirming “the pri¬ 
vate school is not the enemy nor is 
it the unfriendly rival of the public 
school.” 

We could present much to show the 
above quoted sentence not to be the 
attitude of the Roman Church tow ard 
the public schools, but will present a 
few of the utterances from the famous 
papal encyclical issued by Pope Pius 


IX, December 8, 1864, and known as 
the Syllabus of Errors, as follows: 

Syllabus No. 45: “The Roman Cath¬ 
olic Church has the right to interfere 
in the discipline of the public schools, 
and in the arrangement of the studies 
of the public schools, and in the choice 
of the teachers for these schools.” 

Syllabus No. 48: “While teaching 
primarily the knowledge of natural 
things, the public schools must not be 
separate from the faith and power of 
the Roman Catholic Church.” 

Syllabus No. 78: “The Roman Cath¬ 
olic religion should be the only re¬ 
ligion of the state, and all other modes 
of worship should be excluded.” 

Some Romanists have attempted to 
say that the Syllabus of Errors is out¬ 
moded, but they overlook the fact that 
the Syllabus of Errors is an infallible 
utterance and that Pius X and other 
subsequent popes endorsed the prin¬ 
ciples of Pius IX. Moreover, Francis 
J. Hughes in his Popes' New Order , pub¬ 
lished by the Macmillan Company, 
New’ York, 1944, page 100, and which 
bears the imprimatur of Francis J. 
Spellman, Archbishop of New' York, 
states: “Whatever the popes 'have 
hitherto taught, or shall hereafter 
teach, must be held with a firm grasp 
of the mind and, so often as occasion 
requires, must be openly confessed.’ ” 

If the above syllabuses are kept in 
mind by our readers, they need never 
be confused by the deceptive pratings 
of the Roman priests and prelates about 
the alleged friendly relations between 
their schools and those of the public, 
nor about the democracy of the Roman 
Church. E. R. 


* i WHAT IS DEMOCRACY? 

Stanley D. Munn 

It is in the very air w’e breathe and in 
the hopes we cherish. 

It is the right of every person to 
free speech. ^ 

It is the public schools w’here each 
child, rich or poor, bright or dull, has 
the same chance for an education. 

It is the freedom of the highest 
mountain and the low’est valley. 

It is the right of secret fraternities to 
meet behind closed doors without fear 
of condemnation. 

It is protection of persons and home 
from the lawiess. 

It is the right of labor to organize for 
betterment of working conditions. 

It is wiiere the plain working men, 
or so termed middle class, have cars 
and modern electrical gadgets in their 
homes. 

It is the babbling brooks, w f here fish¬ 
ermen are free to seek the elusive trout. 

It is the right of citizens to select 
their leaders by popular vote, and so 
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their right to a voice in government 
administration. 

It is seen in the great open spaces 
where food is grown and cattle are 
raised on privately owmed farms. 

It is w r here the laughing child may 
play and romp in the open without fear. 

It is the mine, deep in the bowels of 
the earth, where minerals are found 
owned by individuals, not by the state. 

It is w f here competitive teams may 
still enjoy sports. 

It is the public library, open to the 
people without charge, w’here one may 
borrow’ a book on any subject at any 
time. 

It is the free clinic, w’here the needy 
may receive medical attention without 
charge. 

It is the right of big and little busi¬ 
ness to free enterprise and collective 
bargaining. 

It is w r here a person born of humble 
surroundings may climb the ladder of 
fame and fortune. 

It has taken man from the throes of 
slavery and made him free. 

It is where people may w orship God 
according to the dictates of their ow T n 
consciences. 

In short, it stands for liberty and 
justice for all, where man may design 
his living pretty much as he desires. 

Isn’t it w r orth fighting for and back¬ 
ing wdth our dollars? 

Be it God’s will, may we ever pre¬ 
serve and enjoy it.— Scottish Rite 
Herald. 


RELIGION AND SCHOOLS 

A. W. Heinle 

27 Taylor St., Pittsburah, Pa. 

T HE question is often asked, Why do 
we still have controversy over Bible 
reading in our public schools? 

One answer is that the contents of a 
Bible are believed by some religionists 
and not by others and, therefore, it is 
not permissible in public schools where 
contrary believers are present. 

To favor any particular religious in¬ 
culcation over another certainly does 
introduce a controversy in any public 
educational system. Therefore, those 
who desire a distinct religion taught in 
this country have every right to do so 
in a self-supported private school. 

Since there are more than fifty differ¬ 
ent sects attending public schools, if 
sufficient time w’ere taken to teach all 
of them there w’ould be no time remain¬ 
ing to teach reading, w'riting and arith¬ 
metic. 

Our fourth President, James Madi¬ 
son, said: “Who does not see that the 
same authority which establishes Chris¬ 
tianity, in exclusion of all other reli¬ 
gions, may establish, with the same 
ease, any particular sect of Christian.', 
in exclusion of all other sects.” 










PRINCIPLES OF WORTHINESS 

The question is ever present in the 
minds of the members of the Craft as 
to how men, who seek admission to 
its mysteries and privileges, should be 
It tested so as to insure worthy men, and 
worthy men alone, gaining admission. 
It is not easy to suggest a test that will 
be acceptable to all who are responsible 
for guarding the entrance to the portals 
of Masonry. We may be allowed, how- 
ever, to indicate a few broad principles 
v for consideration when candidates ap¬ 
pear before the Lodge Committee for 
examination. First of all, there is the 
general suitability of the candidate. Is 
he of the caliber to whom Masonry will 
appeal? Will its principles and ideals 
be likely to command his wholehearted 
acceptance and support? Has he the 
personality requisite for any position in 
the Lodge he is seeking to enter that 
will command the respect and confi¬ 
dence of the Lodge? In other words, 
can those before whom he appears con¬ 
fidently visualize him in future years 
the installed Master of that Lodge with 
any personal sense of satisfaction? 

Second, the disposition and spirit 
of the candidate demand considera¬ 
tion. What is the predominating disposi- 
ton of the man? Does he possess na¬ 
turally a generous and chivalrous spirit 
toward his fellow men? Does he suf¬ 
ficiently realize the character and scope 
“ of the "unique Brotherhood into which 
he is seeking admission? Has he natu¬ 
rally the charitable and tolerant spirit 
that Freemasonry will be likely to de¬ 
velop; or is he narrow in his outlook, 
mean and stingy in spirit, and lacking 
the soul and sympathies of a true man? 
If he belongs to the latter type, then it 
is more than likely that as soon as he 
is well in the order his interest will 
immediately wane, the ceremonies will 
become a bore to him, the benevolent 
activities of the Craft will make no ap¬ 
peal and no response will be forthcom¬ 
ing. 

A further consideration should be: 
Has he the capacity and resources es¬ 
sential to the demands and responsi¬ 
bilities of Freemasonry without detri¬ 
ment to his family and position? If he, 
from the beginning of his Masonic 
career, is unable or, if able, unwilling 
to play his part in the life and activities 
of the Fraternity, then it is better for 
him to remain outside. His qualities 
of mind and heart should be such as will 
cause him to feel at home in the order, 
enabling him, with ease, to adjust him¬ 
self to its fraternal and social side. Lack 
^ of adaptability in these particulars in¬ 
variably militates against fraternal fel¬ 
lowship and good will. 

The question of the effect the 
candidate’s admission into Freemasonry 
will have on the personnel of the Lodge 


is also vitally important. Is he of the 
type that Brethren will welcome and 
with whom there will be affinity? Some 
men are so constituted that they in¬ 
variably ruffle others. Their presence 
seems to disturb and aggravate, and all 
circles in which they move are lowered 
in standard and tone by their presence. 
If the traditions of Freemasonry are to 
be worthily maintained, then such 
principles and qualifications should not 
escape consideration when candidates 
undergo examination .—South Austra¬ 
lian Freemason . 


OUR SCHOOLS ARE SECULAR 
BECAUSE U. S. IS SECULAR 

The following points were made in an 
address of the Rev. Dr. Joseph M. 
Dawson, 32°, commending the Baptist 
Temple Church of Baltimore, Mary¬ 
land, for its lively sense of duty in re¬ 
spect to religious training in erecting 
an educational building, . 

“The present crisis in American cul¬ 
ture at the point of religious training 
could be attributed directly to the 
shameful, ignorant, indolent and im¬ 
moral conduct of the American Protes¬ 
tant churches for neglecting unescap- 
able duty. 

“Do the churches not comprehend 
that our American system requires the 
fullest activity on their part in supply¬ 
ing the essential element of religious 
training? Have they never investigated 
the origin and development of our 
public schools? Do they imagine that it 
is either practical or possible to provide 
strictly religious instruction in the 
public schools without its being sec¬ 
tarian and a violation of our constitu¬ 
tional separation of Church and State? 
When the churches ignore their God- 
given task, are they too stingy or too 
lazy to undertake it? 

“The public schools are our number 
one asset in the nation’s civic life, the 
true source of our democracy and the 
greatest means to national imity. They 
teach moral and spiritual values, they 
properly teach much about religion, and 
most of the teachers in them arc mem¬ 
bers of our various churches. 

“The public schools are correctly 
called ‘secular,’ in the same sense that 
our government is called secular. The 
word secular is not tainted. It is not 
synonymous with atheism, humanism 
or materialism. It is a perfectly honor¬ 
able word used to signify public, civil 
activities which arc removed from the 
area of sectarian participation and 
control. To damn our governmental and 
public school systems with the word 
and stigmatize them as ‘godless’ is 
nothing short of immoral. To the 
churches, I say, stop shirking duty and 
passing the buck .”—The Churchman. 
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V.A. CONDUCTS CONFERENCES 

AND CLINICS FOR THE CLERGY 

According to a release of the Veterans 
Administration, April 9, 1952, several 
V.A. hospitals are conducting confer¬ 
ences and clinics for the clergy in order 
to increase their understanding of the 
mentally ill. This program is part of the 
V.A.’s nation-wide policy to acquaint 
the public generally with the fact that 
the mentally ill can be rehabilitated as 
self-supporting citizens with good med¬ 
ical care and the understanding of their 
home communities. 

Much interest has developed in the 
building of closer working relationships 
between members of the medical pro¬ 
fession and the clergy, with the result- 
that these V.A. conferences have been 
put on an annual basis. 

In order to accommodate all of the 
clergy in neighboring areas, the V.A. 
hospitals have Jiad to conduct more 
than one conference for those who 
wanted to attend. The conferences and 
clinics are conducted by the chaplains 
and members of the psychiatric staffs. 

The V.A. hospitals conducting these 
conferences and clinics, which are not 
confined to mental illness alone, include 
those at Murfreesboro, Tennessee; 
Roseburg, Oregon; Marion, Indiana; 
Lake City, Florida, and Augusta, Geor¬ 
gia. Many others have conducted sim¬ 
ilar programs in the past. 

Of the 101,519 V.A. patients, as of 
March 18, 1952, more than half, or 
51,940, were classified as neuropsychi¬ 
atric patients. And of these neuropsy¬ 
chiatric patients, 45,509, or nearly 90 
per cent of the total, were classified as 
psychotics. The remaining 6,431 pa¬ 
tients were classifed as other psychi¬ 
atric and neurological patients. 


FRIEND OF EDUCATION? 

We frequently hear encomiums of 
praise given the Roman Catholic 
Church as a friend and patron of edu¬ 
cation. Its colleges and universities 
and parochial schools are cited as proof. 

In Protestant America the Roman 
Church has been forced to take an 
unusual interest in education. In no 
country where it is the dominant re¬ 
ligious force can it match its USA 
record. The “proof of the pudding” is in 
the illiteracy rates of Protestant and 
Roman Catholic countries. See if you 
can tell which is which in the follow¬ 
ing table of illiteracy percentages: 

USA, 6; Argentina, 54; Canada, 11 
[less in areas other than Quebec which 
increases the average for Canada]; 
Brazil, 85; Australia, 1.8; Bolivia, 82; 
The Netherlands, 0.08; Chile, 49; Eng¬ 
land, 1.8; Colombia, 73; Denmark, 0.2; 
Hungary, 33; Scotland, 1.6; Mexico, 
70; Sweden, 0.2; Portugal, 68; Germany, 
0.05; Spain, 58; Switzerland, 0.3; Italy, 
37 —United Evangelical Action. 






FOR ANY REASON , 
notify sender, stating reason, on FORM 
3547, postage for which is guaranteed 


Sec. 34.66, P. L. & R. 



11.1 POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit 12 










SCOTTISH RITE 
NEWS BULLETIN 

1735 Sixteenth Street, N. W. 
Washington 9, D. C. 


NOTICE 

There is no charge for the Scottish Rite News Bulletin, which is sent without any obligation whatever upon 
the part of the recipient. It is the property of the Supreme Council, 33° (Mother Council of the World), Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. Southern Jurisdiction, and is under the direct supervision of Sovereign 
Grand Commander John H. Cowles, 33°, with Acting Grand Secretary General C. F. Kleinknecht, 33° Honorary, 
Business Manager. 

This Bulletin is published as a contribution to the welfare and happiness of the nation by diffusing informa¬ 
tion concerning education and civics, and it is hoped the widest use may be made of the data contained therein. 
Any of the material may be used at any time, with or without credit to the Scottish Rite News Bulletin, but 
where it is noted that excerpts have been made from other publications, proper credit should be given. A marked 
copy would be appreciated when our material is used. 

Freemasonry has ever been the friend and supporter of constitutional government. Fourteen of the Presidents 
of the United States have been Masons, and the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United 
States were largely formulated by Masons. Freemasonry seeks to inculcate and deepen a sense of duty and re¬ 
sponsibility in a patriotic citizenry and, as a primary consideration, the Supreme Council desires to stimulate an 
earnest and intelligent interest in public education as fundamental to patriotism. 


The Supreme Council Favors: 

1. The American public school, nonpartisan, nonsectarian, efficient, democratic, for all of the children 
of all the people. 

2. The inculcation of patriotism, respect for law and order, and undying loyalty to the Constitution 
of the United States of America. 

3. The compulsory use of English as the language of instruction in the grammar grades of our public 
schools. 

4. Adequate provision in the American public schools for the education of the alien populations in 
the principles of American institutions and ideals of citizenship. 

5. The entire separation of Church and State, and opposition to every attempt to appropriate public 
moneys—federal, state or local—directly or indirectly, for the support of sectarian or private in¬ 
stitutions. 









